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​Years 9 and 10 Curriculum 2026​
​At Oxford Area School our Years 9 and 10 curriculum provides opportunity for our students to learn across all​
​learning areas of the New Zealand Curriculum while also allowing maximum individual choice. Students will​
​develop their core competencies while ensuring they have a solid grounding in literacy and numeracy.​
​Our year is divided into two semesters of learning.​​This booklet outlines the choices that are available​​for​
​both semesters.​​Students will make selections for​​the entire year.​
​The curriculum for years 9 and 10 consists of -​

​●​ ​Compulsory English and Mathematics all year (four hours of each per week)​
​●​ ​THREE student chosen Electives each semester​
​●​ ​TWO student chosen Connected learning choices each semester​

​___________________________________________________________________​

​Choosing your Connected and Elective choices is important. It needs to be done​​carefully.​
​We suggest that you work through these steps:​

​●​ ​Step One​ ​Think about what courses you took​​in 2025, complete the relevant table on page 3​
​●​ ​Step Two​ ​Read the Connected and Elective​​information provided in this booklet​
​●​ ​Step Three​ ​Consider your passions, abilities​​and interests, as well as the career pathways​

​which​​interest you,​​to help you make your choices. Pages 9-10 will help you do this.​
​.​​We encourage students​​to keep their learning broad at this age and choose across​

​the Learning Areas​
​●​ ​Step Four​ ​Discuss possible choices with your parents/caregivers​
​●​ ​Step Five​ ​Seek advice from your Learning Mentor,​​Homeroom teacher or from your Dean. Heads​

​of Department will be at Rau Whetū on Tuesday 18 November to assist also.​
​●​ ​Step Six​ ​Complete your choices online​​by Monday 24​​November.​

​Use the link​​that​​will be sent to your parents/caregivers via email on Monday 17​
​November. There will be some paper copies at the reception also if needed.​
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​What courses did you take in 2025?​
​Think about the courses you took this year. What did you enjoy? What were you good at? Are there​
​learning areas that you didn’t cover with your course choices?​

​If you are in Year 8, your learning this year included the following:​

​NZ Curriculum Learning Areas​

​Arts​ ​English​ ​Health &​
​PE​

​Learning​
​Languages​

​Maths​ ​Science​ ​Social​
​Sciences​

​Technology​

​Drama​ ​Reading​ ​Health​ ​Spanish​ ​Maths​ ​Science​ ​Topic​ ​Food​

​Music​ ​Writing​ ​PE​ ​Textiles​

​Visual Arts​ ​Hard Materials​

​Digital​

​If you are in Year 9, circle or highlight the courses you took this year: Are there any learning areas you​
​did not take a course in? Is this an area you would like to learn about in 2026?​

​NZ Curriculum Learning Areas​

​Arts​ ​English​ ​Health &​
​PE​

​Learning​
​Languages​

​Maths​ ​Science​ ​Social​
​Sciences​

​Technology​

​Drama​
​Behind the​
​Scenes​

​English​ ​Fuel Body and​
​Mind​

​Te Ao Māori​ ​Maths​ ​Humans in​
​Motion​

​Artistic​
​Odyssey​

​Drama Behind​
​the Scenes​

​Artistic​
​Odyssey​

​Hero of a​
​Thousand​
​Faces​

​Humans in​
​Motion​

​Spanish​ ​It’s​
​Electrifying​

​Legends in​
​Sport​

​Build It! Race It!​

​Hero of a​
​Thousand​
​Faces​

​Legends in​
​Sport​

​Paddock to​
​Plate​

​Age of​
​Colonisation​

​Food Truck​

​Art of​
​Dreams​

​Game Sense​ ​Something​
​Happened​
​Here​

​Web Design and​
​Electronics​

​Art: Flora​
​and Fauna​

​Wellness​
​Warriors​

​Drama​
​School​

​Music Then​
​and Now​
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​2026 English and Mathematics​
​English:​
​“Either write something worth reading, or do something worth writing” (Ben Franklin)​
​In English you will explore the power of words through literature by reading, writing and speaking. You​
​will create rich and meaningful connections between literature and the world, and develop the skills to​
​chronicle your own adventures.​

​Mathematics:​
​“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. Everything around you is mathematics. Everything​
​around you is numbers” (Shakuntala Devi)​
​In Mathematics we will be looking at numbers, how to use them in life and looking at how other people​
​use them. We will be adding letters and looking at patterns the numbers make. Wherever possible we​
​will be connecting the numbers with real life contexts.​

​Connected 2026​
​Our Connected courses are collaborative and connect learning between two learning areas. You will be placed in​
​two Connected courses for Semester 1 and two different Connected courses for Semester 2.​

​When choosing remember to consider -​
​●​ ​Passion and interest​​- will you enjoy this Connected?​
​●​ ​Aptitude and ability​​- will you be successful in this​​Connected?​
​●​ ​Career pathway​​- will this Connected/Elective support​​your short term and long term career plans?​

​Keep in mind that ALL Connected choices provide learning opportunities that support learning in Y11-13.​

​Connected programmes are in alphabetical order​

​Title: Extreme Environments​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Science​​/​​Technology​

​Description:​
​From the immense icecaps of Antarctica to the extreme temperatures of undersea volcanic vents, life​
​survives everywhere. But how sustainable is it and what are humans doing to help or harm these​
​environments? How can Technology assist with these pursuits? How does the Design of Materials aid​
​humans in these environments?​

​Title: How our bodies learn, move and perform​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Health & Physical Education​​/​​Science​

​Description:​
​This course explores how the human body works, adapts, and performs during physical activity.​
​Students will connect what happens inside the body with how it moves and learns on the sports field,​
​building both fitness and scientific understanding.​
​Through hands-on investigations, practical sport sessions, and personal fitness challenges, students​
​will discover the science behind athletic performance, health, and body function.​
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​Title: Life is like a box of Chocolates​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Performing Arts​​/​​Social Science​

​Description:​
​In this course we will explore movies and music that help us understand history such as Forrest​
​Gump, Remember the Titans and the amazing sound tracks that went with them. You will study the​
​music that shaped special films or came from moments in time that we remember.​
​Research events referenced in film and song and learn how this shapes our understanding today.​
​Create your own song or short film explaining a significant historical event.​

​Title: Movement for Life​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Performing Arts​​/​​Health & Physical Education​

​Description:​
​Explore and analyse how movement is good for your wellbeing and the part music plays in it. Analyse​
​sport and the links it has to music and culture. Be a part of a process of creating your own “Just​
​Dance”. Examine how team songs are created and the part they play in developing team culture. This​
​subject will provide plenty of practical opportunities to develop physical abilities and a place to explore​
​your creativity.​

​Title: Sounds Incredible!​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Science​​/​​Technology​

​Description:​
​Learn how sound works, from vibrations to decibels, then harness that knowledge to design and make​
​your own product that uses sound in a meaningful, creative way. You’ll combine STEM principles with​
​design thinking, learning how to prototype, test, and communicate your ideas visually and effectively.​

​Title: Storycraft - Myths and Legends​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Social Science​​/​​Visual Arts​

​Description:​
​Writing and Illustrating short stories, comics, and graphic novels based on characters from indigenous​
​cultures such as North American, Norse, Japanese, South American, Māori and Aboriginal cultures.​
​We will also explore the origins of graphic novels and comic books in the modern era and the role that​
​these play in society. Students will have an opportunity to select which culture their work is based on.​
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​Electives 2026​
​Our Elective courses are an opportunity for students to delve into one learning area deeply.​
​You will be placed in three Elective courses for Semester 1 and three different Elective courses for Semester 2.​
​When choosing remember to consider -​

​●​ ​Passion and interest​​- will you enjoy this Elective?​
​●​ ​Aptitude and ability​​- will you be successful in this​​Elective?​
​●​ ​Career pathway​​- will this Elective support your short​​term and long term career plans?​

​Electives are in alphabetical order​

​Title: Art Explorers: Your Creative Journey​
​Starts Here​

​Learning Areas:​
​Visual Arts​

​Description:​
​Whether you are picking up a pencil for the first time or already love to draw, this course is designed to help​
​students' skills and confidence grow in a fun, stimulating environment.​

​Title: Art to the Wall​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Visual Arts​

​Description:​
​Artists have been using walls to create throughout history. Explore everything from cave paintings, graffiti,​
​frescoes and murals. Learn how to work with paint, pastels, mixed media and drawing.​

​Title: Century of Change​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Social Science​

​Description:​
​1900s the Century that shaped the world - a course going decade by decade through world and New Zealand​
​History. World events, famous people and what they achieved. This course will allow you to learn about the​
​1900s and how it shaped the world we live in today.​

​Title: Coding for the Ethical Hacker​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Technology​

​Description:​
​Unlock Your Inner Cyber Defender!  Dive into the exciting world of Ethical Hacking, where you'll learn to think​
​like a hacker but act like a hero, finding weaknesses before the bad guys do. Get hands-on with Scratch and​
​Python coding to build your own security tools and understand the foundational digital skills needed to protect​
​our increasingly connected world.​

​Title: Culinary Design​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Technology​

​Description:​
​Have you ever wondered where all those exciting TV shows get their recipes that look simply amazing?  Have​
​you ever wanted to see what happens when you're given a mystery box and only have 30 minutes to make​
​something tasty and edible?  Well, Culinary Design is the course for you!  This is your opportunity to come up​
​with new and creative ideas with food. In this class you will be challenged to think beyond the norm when it​
​comes to creating food and menus for both home and a possible Pop-Up destination.​
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​Title: Farming, Technology and the Environment​
​– Growing Smarter​

​Learning Areas:​
​Science​

​Description:​
​Agriculture and the environment are closely connected. Students will explore how farming practices both depend​
​on and affect the natural world. They will investigate how farmers manage resources responsibly, protect the​
​environment, and use modern technology​
​Through a mix of hands-on investigations and creative projects, students will learn how ag, science and​
​technology work together to shape the farms of today and the future.​

​Title: Food and Health​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Health & Physical Education​

​Description:​
​Looking at how food impacts on our wellbeing at a personal, interpersonal and societal level. Connect with​
​outside agencies to promote and make healthy food choices.​ ​Food and Health explores how the food we​​eat​
​and the way we move and think affects our wellbeing - physically, mentally and emotionally, socially, and​
​spiritually (the four dimensions of hauora). You'll learn to make good decisions about real-life health topics​
​including nutrition, body image, relationships, and mental health. There's plenty of hands-on activities where​
​you'll taste-test ingredients, plan meals, and cook food to share with your whānau. We'll also look at mindfulness​
​as an approach to overall wellbeing.​

​Title: Leadership in Action​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Health & Physical Education​

​Description:​
​By the end of this Leadership in Action course students will understand how to develop kaitiakitanga (trust) in​
​small groups focusing on their role as a leader. They will understand and be able to demonstrate how social​
​responsibility plays a big part in successful group outcomes and will contribute to the organising of a class​
​outdoor activity to demonstrate the role each individual will play in the success of the trip.​

​Title: Music Performance​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Performing Arts​

​Description:​
​Develop your musical abilities through performances in this course. Students will gain important practical music​
​skills, looking into how we can write and create our own music, and sharing making music with others. Students​
​will work individually and in groups throughout the semester.​
​You may take this elective for one or both semesters​

​Title: Push Cart Grand Prix​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Technology​

​Description:​
​Pushcart Grand Prix returns!​​You will work through​​the Technical Process to RESEARCH, PLAN and BUILD a​
​pushcart in pairs. You will build scaled-down test prototypes to understand engineering principles, draw and​
​design your ideas using CAD, then build your race cart using a mixture of used and new materials. This will​
​involve lots of problem solving, imagination and grit to work through challenges and make a fit for purpose​
​product you can race with your teammate on race day.​
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​Title: Spanish​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Learning Languages​

​Description:​
​Spanish language and culture:​​Whether you have studied​​Spanish before, or if you are an absolute beginner,​
​you are most welcome to study this important world language and its fascinating cultures, both in Spain and​
​Latin America. We will follow the​​Oxford Area School​​Spanish​​Course​​which, being work-booklet based, enables​
​you to work independently and at your own speed, complemented by whole-class skill studies in listening,​
​speaking, pronunciation and grammar.  As well as this, we will serialise Spanish language movies, dual subtitled​
​in Spanish and English, which will open a window into everyday life in Spain and Latin America.​
​You may take this elective for one or both semesters​

​Title: Te Ao Māori​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Learning Languages​

​Description:​
​Māori language and culture:​​Nau mai haere mai ki Te​​Ao Māori. In this course you will learn aspects of Te Ao​
​Māori (the Māori world) such as kapa haka (performing arts), tikanga (customs), te reo Māori (Māori language),​
​kēmu (games), mātauranga Māori (Māori wisdom and knowledge). Kia ū te ako.​
​You may take this elective for one or both semesters​

​Title: The Right to Rule​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Social Science​

​Description:​
​Systems of Government & Human Rights - how do countries come to be ruled by their leaders? Why are some​
​countries democratic and others not? An exploration of different government and political systems and the​
​impact that this has on the lives of their citizens.​

​Title: The Science of Pyromania​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Science​

​Description:​
​Fire is humankind’s oldest tool. But what actually is it and what is the chemistry behind combustion? A closer​
​look at the science beneath the fascination of the flame.​

​Title:  Theatre Skills​ ​Learning Areas:​
​Performing Arts​

​Description:​
​Explore and develop your acting, script work, directing and drama creation skills. You will dive into different​
​forms/styles of drama throughout the semester, and leave the course knowing more about the world and history​
​of drama.​

​8​



​Decision making for 2026​
​Use these pages to help make your decision about which Connected and Elective courses you would​
​like to take in 2026. It is best to choose more than you need as some courses will be at the same time​
​on the timetable which will limit choices.​

​Name of course​
​Connected​ ​Elective​

​Tick if it​
​interests​

​you​

​Why would you like to take this course?​

​Extreme Environments​

​How our bodies learn, move and perform​

​Life is like a box of chocolates​

​Movement for Life​

​Sounds Incredible​

​StoryCraft: Myths and Legends​

​Art Explorers​

​Art to the Wall​

​Century of Change​

​Coding for the Ethical Hacker​

​Culinary Design​

​Farming, Technology and the​
​Environment - Growing Smarter​

​Food and Health​

​Leadership in Action​

​Music Performance​

​Push Cart Grand Prix​

​Spanish​

​Te Ao Māori​

​The Right to Rule​

​The Science of Pyromania​

​Theatre Skills​
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​Things I am passionate about and/or I enjoy learning about include -​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​Things I am good at include -​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​Possible careers I am interested in include -​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​

​IF you are currently in Year 9: From the table on page 3 list any Learning Areas that you did not have​
​courses for this year.​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​
​_________________________________________________________________________________​

​Check: Do the 2026 courses that interest you cover a broad range of Learning Areas?​

​NZ Curriculum Learning Areas​

​Arts​ ​English​ ​Health & PE​ ​Learning​
​Languages​

​Maths​ ​Science​ ​Social​
​Sciences​

​Technology​
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​Choices may be limited by where they are on our 2026 timetable. The images below show how this is​
​set up.​
​For example, if we look at column C1 a student may select one Connected option from the red​
​Semester 1 and one from the purple Semester 1. So while they will get two out of the three options​
​offered, they cannot do all three.​

​Remember to make your choices​​online​​by​​Monday 24​​November.​
​The link to a google form will be emailed to parents and caregivers on Monday 17 November.​
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