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Quality Education in a Rural Setting 
 

 

Using this Book 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

Choosing your subjects for next year is important. 
It needs to be done carefully. 

 
 

We suggest that you work through these steps: 
 

• Step One  Read the course selection section for your year level. 
 
• Step Two  Consider your abilities, interests as well as the occupations which 

 interest you to help you make your subject choice. 
 
• Step Three With these ideas in mind read the subject descriptions. 
 
• Step Four Seek advice if necessary from the Careers Adviser, Dean, other staff  

and attend the Course Selection evening. 
 

• Step Five  Discuss possible choices with your parents/caregivers, all the way  
through these steps. 

 
• Step Six  After careful thought and discussion, fill in your course selection  

forms.  
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Important Questions to Ask 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• What subjects interest me? 
 
• What subjects do I get my best marks in? 
 
• What subjects can I go on to study later, if I choose this course? 
 
• What subjects will I not be able to study later, if I choose this course? 
 
• What careers or training courses interest me? 
 
• What are the entry requirements for those careers or courses? 
 
• Do the subjects I have chosen meet those entry requirements? 
 
• Do I need help? 
 
If you do not have any clear idea where your studies may lead you it is important to 
discuss your future plans with the Careers Adviser, or your Dean, or your Subject 
Teachers, as well as your parents/caregivers. 
 
 

Who can help me make a Course Decision? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

               Careers:  Mr King 
           Agriculture:  Mr Malcolm 
           Art/Photography:  Mr Firkin 

         Computing/Economics:  Mr Scott 
Textiles:  Mrs Beer 

   Hospitality and Food:  Mrs Beer 
          Sciences:  Mr Malcolm 

       English:  Mrs Whyte 
     Graphics and Technology:  Mr Scott 

          History/Classics:  Miss Gillanders 
              Japanese:  Ms Rodgers 
Geography/Environmental Studies/Tourism:  Mr Roberts 

    Mathematics:  Mrs Taylor 
      Outdoor Education/Physical Education:  Mr Cooper 
     Performing Arts (Dance, Drama, Music):  Mrs Peck & Mrs Evans-Brant 
         Distance Learning:  Mr Scott 
           NZQA Liaison Teacher:  Mr Roberts 
 
REMEMBER: We can provide a wider range of subjects using Cantatech and other 

providers.   Please ask. 
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Course Chart 
 

Year 7/8  Year 9  Year 10  
 

Compulsory Subjects  
Art 
Drama 
English 
Health  
Second Language  
Mathematics 
Music  
Physical Education (Core) 
Science 
Social Studies 
Sport 
Technological Studies 
� Bio Technology 
� Food  & Nutrition 
� Information & Communication 

Technology 
� Structural Technology 
� Control Technology 
 
 

Optional Subjects 
No optional subjects at this level 

Compulsory Subjects  
Art 
Drama 
English 
Graphics  
Health 
Second Language  
Mathematics  
Music  
Physical Education (Core) 
Science  
Social Studies 
Sport 
Technological Studies 
� Bio Technology 
� Food  & Nutrition 
� Information & Communication 

Technology 
� Structural Technology 
�  Control Technology 
 

Optional Subjects 
No optional subjects at this level 

Compulsory Subjects  
English 
Environmental Studies 
Health  
Mathematics 
Physical Education (Core) 
Science 
Social Studies 
Sport 
Technological Studies 
� Bio Technology 
� Food  & Nutrition 
� Information & Communication 

Technology 
� Structural Technology 
� Control Technology 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Subjects 
Visual Art  
Economics 
Graphics 
Japanese 
Performing Arts 
 

  

 Year 11 – NCEA Level 1   Year 12 – NCEA Level 2  Year 13 – NCEA Level 3 
 

Compulsory Subjects 
Careers 
English 
Mathematics 
Physical Education (Core)  
Science 
Sport 
 

Optional Subjects 
Agriculture 
Visual Art 
Design Technology  
        – Hard Materials 
Economics 
Geography 
Graphics  
History 
Hospitality and Food 
Japanese 
National Cert. In Computing  
Performing Arts 
Physical Education (NCEA) 
Textiles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 2009 

Compulsory Subjects 
English 
Sport 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Subjects  
Agriculture 
Biology 
Chemistry  
Classical Studies 
Design Technology  
         – Hard Materials 
Economics 
Geography  
Graphics 
History  
Hospitality and Food 
Japanese  
Mathematics  
National Cert. in Computing  
Outdoor Education - Outdoor  
       Pursuits & Leadership 
Performing Arts 
Photography  
Physical Education (NCEA) 
Physics 
Practical Art  
Textiles 
Tourism 

Compulsory Subjects 
No compulsory Subjects at this level 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Optional Subjects  
Biology 
Chemistry  
Classical Studies 
Design Technology – Hard  
     Materials 
Economics  
English 
Geography 
Graphics  
History  
Hospitality and Food 
Mathematics with Calculus  
Statistics and Modeling 
National Cert. in Computing  
Outdoor Education - Outdoor 
      Management 
Painting 
Performing Arts 
Photography  
Physical Education (NCEA) 
Physics 
Sport 
Textiles 
Tourism 

 

Subjects not listed may be available through Correspondence or Distance Education 
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Years 1 to 6 
 

 
The Year 1 to 6 [Primary] section of the school 
welcomes the opportunity to work with families in 
the Oxford Community. 
 
We aim to develop a climate where students will 
develop the following Key Competencies through 
the development of well balanced programmes in 
a caring environment. 
 

Thinking 
� develop sound work habits 
� work effectively, both independently and in 

groups 
� take increasing responsibility for their own 

learning and work 
� developing critical and creative thinking 
� developing intellectual curiosity 
 

Relating to Others 
� acknowledge and respect individual 

differences 
� being able to compete and co-operate 

effectively when required 
 

Self Management  
� take responsibility for their own actions and 

decisions 
� show initiative and perseverance 
� manage time effectively 
� encouraging, enterprising, resourceful, 

reliable and reliant action 
 

Participating and Contributing 
� being actively involved in our community 
 

Using Long Symbols and Text 
� written, oral, visual, mathematical, scientific 

and technological 
 
Programmes are based on the 8 essential 
learning areas of the  New Zealand Curriculum 
Framework area: 
 
• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Technology 
• Social Studies 
• Health and Physical Education 
 

 
• The Arts [Art, Music, Drama and Dance] 
• Languages 
 
Student progress is assessed regularly and 
programmes devised to enhance abilities, or to 
give extra assistance where it is required. 
 
We identify gifted and talented students and plan 
appropriately for them.  We belong to the Ashley 
Schools’ group for gifted children and 
representatives attend special days regularly.  We 
also have our own school programmes and 
employ a teacher to run “Extended Thinkers” 
programmes. 
 
Remedial assistance is available for students to 
develop skills in Reading, Numeracy, Speech, 
Oral Language and Motor Skills if appropriate.  
We also run a Reading Recovery programme. 
 
Parental involvement is appreciated – e.g. to 
helping in a classroom, helping with sports, 
accompanying a class trip and assisting with 
special events at school. 
 
Our New Entrant programme encourages pre-
schoolers to visit on Thursday mornings from 9.00 
to 10.30am leading up to their enrolment date. 
 
Parents/Caregivers are actively encouraged to 
keep in contact with the Class Teacher.  A “Meet-
the-teacher” evening is held at the beginning of 
each year.  New Entrant interviews and reports 
are held after 6-8 weeks of school attendance.  
Parent/teacher conferences are held for all other 
students near the end of Term 1, with requested 
conferences in Term 3.  Reports are issued at 
mid-year and end-of-year. 
 
Appointments can be made to discuss any 
concerns during the year. 
 
It is our hope that home and school will work 
together for the total development of each of our 
students. 
 
 
Any enquiries re Year 1 to 6 programmes – 
contact Jen Rodgers, Deputy Principal. 
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Year 7 and 8 

______________________________________________________
  
 
Home rooms are provided for Years 7 and 8 
students and they are taught English, 
Mathematics, Health/Outdoor Education and 
Social Studies and a second language by their 
home room teachers. 
Students move from their home rooms to be 
taught Physical Education, Science and Music, 
and they are mixed into smaller groups for 
experiences in semestered subjects:  Art, Drama, 
Japanese and various themes in Technology. 
During home room [blocked] time, the students 
are encouraged to develop self motivation, 
independent work habits, respect for themselves, 
for property and for others, reliability and 
responsibility.  Year 7/8 students are also 
encouraged to develop organisational skills and 
study skills along with completing regular 
homework. 
Programmes at Year 7/8 usually run over a two 
year cycle. 
 

HOME ROOM SUBJECTS: 

 
English 
 
Using “English in the New Zealand Curriculum”, 
all students are involved in a variety of 
programmes covering Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, Writing, Viewing and Presenting.  
Students are encouraged to understand written, 
oral & visual strands, to respond to, and to use 
language effectively in a range of contexts.   
 

 
Mathematics/Numeracy 
 
Mathematics covers Number, which is our major 
strand, with students being exposed to units of 
work involving Measurement, Geometry, Algebra 
and Statistics.  Basic facts are still stressed at this 
level through regular maintenance activities and 
are required revision for those pupils lacking an 
adequate knowledge. 
 
Problem solving, logic, reasoning and 
communicating are strongly emphasised in all 
modules.  These skills are necessary for everyday 
use of Mathematic concepts. 
 
We are one of many schools taking part in the 
Ministry of Education’s Numeracy projects which 
aim to improve the quality of maths teaching and 

raise the level of student achievement.  They are 
based on careful research about how children 
learn.  This means that your child will be learning 
to: 
� Enjoy working with numbers 
� Make sense of numbers – how big they are, 

how they relate to other numbers, and how 
they behave 

� Solve mathematical problems, whether real 
life or imaginary 

� Calculate in their head whenever possible, 
rather than using a calculator or pen or paper 

� Show that they understand maths, using 
equipment, diagrams and pictures 

� Explain and record the methods they use to 
work out problems 

� Accept challenges and work at levels that 
stretch them 

� Work with others and by themselves 
� Discuss how they tackle mathematical 

problems with other students, their teacher, 
and you. 

 
Health 
 
A 2-year programme with one module/unit 
covered each term.  
 
Topics that may be covered are: 
 
� Safety in the Outdoors and Managing Risk 

situations [General, Sunsmart, Cycling, Bush, 
Water] linked to camp. 

� Reaching Out 
� Changes in Puberty. 
� Caring for the Body and Looking Good 
� D.A.R.E. Programme 
� Safer Schools - Mediation 

 
 
Outdoor Education 
 
Annual camps are held usually in February/March 
with an aquatic experience and a bushcraft based 
camp planned for alternate years. 

 
 
Social Studies 
 
Over a 2 year programme developed from Social 
Studies in the NZ curriculum, students develop an 
understanding about people and the world which 
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will enable them to participate in a changing 
society.  Knowledge, ideas, skills, values and 
social awareness are incorporated into each 
module and the Key Competencies taught from 
the NZ Curriculum. 

 
Sport 
 
Involves one hour per week.  Sporting exchanges 
and tournaments are arranged throughout the 
year.  Students have the opportunity to take part 
in the annual swimming sports, cross 
country/endurance championships and athletics 
sports. 

 
 
SPECIALIST TEACHER COURSES: 
 
Physical Education 
 
The Year 7 and 8 Physical Education programme 
develops knowledge and attitudes towards 
healthy and sustainable lifestyles.  
 
Modules covered during the year include aquatics, 
personal fitness, profiles, gymnastics, ball 
handling, dance, athletics and game skills. 
 
Through these topics students extend their 
development of balance, co-ordination, reaction, 
agility, flexibility and endurance. 
 
Participation, enjoyment and positive people skills 
are high priorities. 

 
 
Science 
 
All science subjects are taught in two specialised 
laboratory facilities. 

 
Science is taught by specialist science teachers 
and is a practical course designed to develop 
skills, interest, and to answer questions pupils 
have about science.   Student input into what they 
wish to learn is encouraged. 
 
Topics will cover all strands in the national 
curriculum and include topics such as: 
� Astronomy and space exploration 
� Geology and Earth Science 
� Animals and Plants 
� Chemistry 
� The Environment 
� Electronics 

� Physics – energy forces 
� Weather 
 
All year 7 and 8 students are expected to present 
an entry in the school’s Science Fair held early in 
Term 2 in the Oxford Town Hall every second 
year. 

 
 
Drama 
 
This course aims to develop students’ confidence 
and team skills.  The course is based on Level 3 
Drama in the New Zealand Curriculum.  Students 
will explore improvisation techniques, space, 
voice and body through ‘theatre sports’, creating 
playlets and adapted plays. 
 

 
Food and Textiles 
 
This involves two main areas of the curriculum – 
“Textile Technology” and “Health / Food & 
Nutrition”. 
 
Each year students progress to a more advanced 
level.   
 
Practical work is required for both food and 
textiles 
 

 
Music 
 
This course is a continuation of the middle school 
programme.  Course elements comprise study in 
musical knowledge, creative composition, 
performance and theory of music.  Instruction in 
recorder, flute, clarinet, saxophone, drums and 
guitar are available. 

 
Technology 
 
 During the course of study students will be 
undertaking studies based on the New Zealand 
Curriculum document. 
This subject comprises a range of technology 
areas including such topics as Biotechnology, 
Control Technology, Structural Technology, and 
Information & Communications Technology. 
 
Each course of study is for a two year period 
where students will undertake a range of the 
technology areas identified in the document.  This 
will mean that students will not necessarily be 
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constructing products but may be developing 
prototypes, testing, evaluating and recording 
findings.  Students will be developing skills in 
understanding technologies, using technologies 
and exploring the impacts technology has on 
societies. 
 
All studies put before the students will be by way 
of a design brief approach thus allowing for 
individual and/or group solutions. 
 

 
Visual Art 
 
The course develops practical working in Drawing, 
Painting, Design, Printmaking and Form and 
Structure. 
Students are encouraged to explore the use of a 
wide range of media and techniques within a 
structured course, designed to cater for individual 
creativity and imagination. 
 
 

Extra Activities Include 
 
� Science Projects and Competitions 
� Australian Science and English Competitions 
� Australian Maths Assessment 
� Technology Challenge 
� Cantamaths Competition 
� Debating/Speech Competitions 
� Reading and Writing Competitions 
� Opportunities to learn an instrument 
 
 

 Homework 
 
PRIDE Homework is continued in Yr 7 & 8.  
Students are given multiple options to complete 
for their homework and they design and set 
themselves challenges throughout the year.   See 
our website under the “Primary” button for further 
information. 

 
 
General 
 
Parents and caregivers are encouraged to 
maintain regular contact with their child’s 
teachers, especially the homeroom teacher.   It is 
important for all to work together to enable each 
student to achieve his/her potential.   The Year 
7/8 Dean is responsible for the pastoral care of all 
students in our department and may be contacted 
any time. 
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Years 9 and 10 
___________________________________________ 
 

Art 
 

The visual arts course develops, through 
practical work and a study of established art 
practice, a students ability to draw, paint, 
design, investigate print making and 
sculpture. 
Students are encouraged to explore the use 
of a wide range of media and techniques 
within a structured course, designed to cater 
for individual creativity and imagination, 
while preparing those who wish to proceed 
to NCEA. 
The Year 10 Art option should be seen as a 
pre-requisite year for students wishing to 
undertake NCEA.   (Enthusiasm is essential, 
and the ability to complete work to a sound 
level is important for Year 10 and above.] 
 

 

Computing 
 

Information and Communication 
Technology – Year 9 & 10 

 
This course covers systems that enable the 
collection, structuring and manipulation of 
information in various forms.  Students will 
come up with solutions for given problems.  
We look at Spread Sheets, Database, 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page Design and 
Animation.   This course covers the above 
area from the Technology Curriculum. 
 

Drama  

Year 9 

An introductory course aimed at building 
self-esteem, imagination and group skills.  
This course is based on level 4 of Drama in 
the New Zealand Curriculum.  The course 
concentrates on helping students to become 
literate in the vocabulary of Drama.  The 
students learn basic improvisation 
techniques by introducing them to the 
Drama Techniques of voice, body, 
movement and space. The students do this 
through drama games, the creation of a 

monologue, and the creation of a radio play.  
The students are also introduced to 
melodrama through analyzing and creating 
their own TV Soap Opera. 

 
 

Economics  
 
Year 10  
This course looks at how individuals 
participate in the market place through 
economic decision making, economic 
management and participation.  Students 
will learn how small businesses start up and 
we look in depth at how successful 
businesses survive in today’s market.  A 
small amount of budgeting and accounting is 
also covered. 

 
 

English 
 
The Year 9 and 10 programmes explore all 
the language strands:  written, oral and 
visual language. 
In class, students have the opportunity to 
read together for meaning and pleasure a 
variety of genre including fiction, non-fiction, 
poetry, short stories and plays.  Students 
also are encouraged to develop personal 
reading for pleasure and learn research and 
information skills. 
Debating, speech-making, role playing, 
video-production and designing static 
images are encouraged and students also 
enjoy all kinds of writing – formal, creative 
and assignments on literature studied in 
class.   Basic language skills, including 
vocabulary acquisition, are consolidated and 
developed. 
The purpose is to encourage keen, 
confident, original and fluent language users 
who will continue to develop their 
imaginative and cultural horizons and their 
self-confidence as communicators. 
 
Next Step 
NCEA English – Level 1 
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Environmental Studies 
 
Year 10  
Environmental Studies is a Year 10 course 
that looks at what is happening to our 
environment and what students can do to 
make a difference.  The course has 3 Key 
Dimensions.  These are: 

1. Action in the Environment, i.e field 
trips 

2. Action for the environment, i.e. 
practical environmental 
improvement work 

3. Action about the environment, i.e. 
classroom based study. 

 
Rather than being purely teacher led, 
students are given the opportunity to 
discover what is important to them as 
individuals on local, national and global 
scales.  They then discover how they can 
make a difference.  Aspects can include. 
� Water quality for fishing etc. 
� Alternative fuels to put in cars. 
� Endangered species. 
� Planting native species. 
� Local visual landscape improvements. 

 
 
Food and Textiles 
 
Involves two main areas of the curriculum – 
“Textile Technology” and “Health / Food & 
Nutrition.” 
 
Each year students progress to a more 
advanced level.  These subjects are 
compulsory for all students at this level. 
 
Topics with a both technological & health 
focus will be the major part of these studies 
at each level.  
 
Practical work is required for both food and 
textiles.  Courses lead to NCEA Level 1 
Design Technology-Textiles and/or Level 1 
Food & Nutrition and Hospitality. 
 
 
 
 

 

Graphics 
 
Students will be undertaking a range of 
study involving the following Graphics areas:  
Problem Solving, Environmental and 
Architectural Design, Engineering and 
Technological Design, Media and Illustrative 
Design.  The method of teaching is by way 
of a design brief thus creating the 
environment for individual problem solving. 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to 
develop skills in computer graphics, 
instrumental drawing, freehand sketching 
and the use of a wide range of media to 
produce their solutions. 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to opt 
into this subject at year 10.  It is 
recommended that students do so if they 
wish to study this subject at Year 11 NCEA.  

 
 
Health 

 
Year 9 and 10 
A 2-year programme covering topics from 
the Key Areas of Learning: Mental Health, 
Body Care and Physical Safety and 
Sexuality Education. 
 
Topics that may be covered are: 
 
Year 9 
� “Me and My World” creating a positive 

environment for themselves & others. 
� “Tobacco Awareness”  Effects and 

reasons people continue to smoke. 
� “Kia Kaha”  Identifying bullying and self 

management strategies. 
 
Year 10 
� “Alcohol and Drugs”  Effects of 

wellbeing, assertiveness and risk 
management. 

� “Sexuality”  Positive attitudes towards 
sex and sexuality. 

� “Health & Wellness”  Including self 
esteem. 
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Japanese 

Year 9 

This course is a revision and extension of 
the language covered in the previous 2 
years.  There is a greater emphasis on 
grammar and vocabulary with the focus on 
giving information about oneself in Japanese 
and understanding information about others.  
Students’ knowledge of hiragana, katakana 
and kanji is extended. 
[Levels 1/3 of Japanese in the New Zealand 
Curriculum]. 

Year 10 

A function-based approach to the Japanese 
language in the areas of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing set against the 
background of Japanese culture.  
 
Students will become familiar with reading 
and writing the hiragana and katakana script 
and more kanji characters. 
 

[Level 2/4 of Japanese in the New Zealand 
Curriculum]. 
 

 

Mathematics 

 
Each school year the students will study 
each of the strands – Statistics, Number and 
Algebra, Geometry and Measurement.  In a 
range of meaningful contexts, they will be 
engaged in thinking mathematically and 
statistically. They will learn to solve 
problems and model situations, developing 
understanding, knowledge and skills at their 
own level. 
 
A scientific calculator is a requirement for 
mathematics in Year 9 and above. 

Next Step 

Year 11 Mathematics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Experiences 
 
Outdoor experiences are available as part of 
the STARS Programme in Year 9 and as a 
Mountain Week for Year 10 students. 
 
The STARS Programme is an ongoing 
programme throughout the year involving 
senior students peer mentoring our Year 9 
students and develops life skills and goal 
setting for the Year 9 students. 
 
 

Physical Education 

 
Year 9 and 10 Physical Education 
programmes develop knowledge and 
attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle using a 
variety of topics. 
 
The modules covered include aquatics, 
personal fitness profiles, gymnastics, ball 
handling, dance, athletics and game skills. 
 
Through these topics students extend their 
development of balance, co-ordination, 
reaction, agility, flexibility and endurance. 
 
Participation, enjoyment and positive people 
skills are high priorities. 

 

Music 

Year 9 

This course is a continuation of the middle 
school programme.   Course elements 
comprise study in musical knowledge, 
creative composition, performance and 
theory of music.   Instruction in flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, recorder, drums and guitar is 
available through the school’s itinerant 
programme. 

Associated Costs 

Manuscript Book $3.25 
If not already got one 
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Performing Arts 

Year 10 

This is a new course combining all aspects 
of Performing Arts.  Students will begin 
preparing for Performing Arts at NCEA Level 
1.  It is recommended that students who 
intend to pursue music through this course 
have learnt an instrument through private 
tuition for at least 1 year as well as in the 
classroom.   Two strands of Performing Arts 
(Music & Drama) will combine to develop the 
skills necessary for NCEA Level 1 

Associated Costs 

Manuscript Book $3.25 
Course Cost – 
   Costuming, sheet music, performance 
makeup and set design    $5.00 
 
 

Science 

 
Learning about science is fundamental to 
understanding the world in which we live 
and work.  Science helps us to clarify ideas, 
to ask questions, to test explanations 
through measurement and observation. 
 
Topics will cover all strands of the national 
curriculum and will include topics in the 
areas of: 
 
� Animals and Plants – genetics, cells, 

environments 
� Earth Sciences, Geology and 

Astronomy 
� Physics – light, electricity, energy forces 

and movement 
� Chemistry – fuels, acids and bases, 

gases, materials, chemical change.  
 
A unit standard in Astronomy will be offered 
to all students.  Credit will be given in the 
following year with NCEA credits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies 
 
Social Studies is the study of society and the 
interactions that take place within it.  In Year 
9 & 10, Social Studies aims to develop 
understandings of people, their actions, 
attitudes and beliefs, and for students to 
become responsible participants in a 
changing society. 
 
The students will be provided with many 
different opportunities to develop their skills 
relevant to Social Studies.  As learning 
outside the classroom is important in 
developing a knowledge of society there 
may be some associated costs with 
organised field trips.  This subject is a core 
subject. 
 

 
Technology 

 
Over the two year period students will be 
undertaking studies based on the New 
Zealand Curriculum document. 
This subject comprises a range of 
technology areas including such topics as 
Biotechnology, Control Technology, 
Structural Technology, food Technology and 
Information & Communication Technology.  
Each course of study is for a two year period 
where students will undertake a range of the 
technology areas identified in the document.  
This will mean that students will not 
necessarily be constructing products but 
may be developing prototypes, testing, 
evaluating and recording findings.  Students 
will be developing skills in understanding 
technologies, using technologies and 
exploring the impacts technology has on 
societies.  All studies put before the students 
will be by way of a design brief approach 
thus allowing for individual and/or group 

solutions.  This subject is a core subject. 
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INFORMATION FOR YEAR 11 STUDENTS 
NCEA Level 1 

 
 

NCEA:  National Certificate of Educational Achievement 
 
 

How do Students gain NCEA? 

The NCEA is awarded at Levels 1, 2 & 3.  Each standard is worth a number of credits.  To gain an NCEA 
Level 1, Year 11 students will need to earn at least 80 credits.  These can come from: 

- External Assessment (Examinations in November) 
- Internal Assessment against achievement standards or unit standards 

 
An NCEA Level 1 Certificate will be issued to learners who have achieved 80 credits at Level 1 or higher.  
These must include: 
 

- 8 credits from approved standards for literacy skills 
- 8 credits from approved standards for numeracy skills 

 
The results for achievement standards are given as: 
 

- Excellence 
- Merit 
- Achieved 
- Not Achieved 

 
The number of credits available for an achievement standard is fixed. 
Excellence and Merit results do not alter this. 
 
The results for unit standards are given as: 
 

- Achieved 
- Not Achieved 

 

Rewarding Achievement: 
This assessment system encourages all students to achieve to their potential. 
 
NCEA certificates are awarded with Merit or Excellence - 

� If you get 50 or more of the required 80 credits at Excellence level, you will earn an NCEA with 
Excellence. 

� If you get 50 or more credits at Merit level (or a mix of Merit and Excellence) you will earn an NCEA 
with Merit. 

 
Excellence criteria are demanding and students who achieve with Excellence for all or most of their 
standards will demonstrate higher-level thinking skills. 
 
 

Subjects: 
Check the entry requirements in this booklet to make sure your course –  
 

- is a broad one allowing future flexibility, 
- suits your possible career needs, 
- will interest you, and therefore help you to succeed. 
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Number of Subjects: 

� All students will take English, Mathematics and Science, plus 3 other subjects in Year 11.    
� To qualify for NCEA Level 1, eight credits from approved standards for literacy skills and eight 

credits from approved standards for numeracy skills are required.   
� In addition Core Physical Education and Sport are compulsory at Year 11. 

 
 

Assessment Policies & Procedures: 
 
The school has developed clear policies and procedures relating to assessment for the NCEA.  These are 
made available to all students at the start of the year.  Policies and procedures will be fairly applied across all 
subjects.  Internally assessed standards will be spread throughout the year.  A clear statement about the 
assessment programme in each subject will be issued to students at the start of the year. 
 
 

Entry to Courses: 
 
Entry to courses at both Years 12 & 13 is by negotiation with Head of Department’s/Teachers in Charge.  
Our aim is to ensure that all students are studying at an appropriate level.  There is opportunity to study 
across levels if this best meets the students needs. 
 
 

Fees for 2009   -  
New Zealand Students  - $75 
International Students   - $375 

 
 

Important Points to be Considered: 
 

� English is a compulsory subject.   It is necessary to satisfy the requirements for achieving NCEA 
Level 1. 

� Mathematics is a compulsory subject It is necessary to satisfy the requirements for achieving NCEA 
Level 1. 

� Science is a compulsory subject.  Science covers.  Biology, Physics and Chemistry. 
� Most careers which require Physics or Biology also require Chemistry.  Examples are careers in 

medicine, agriculture, horticulture, consumer and applied science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, marine 
biology, and environmental science. 

� For engineering, electrical and electronics careers, and many apprenticeships, Science and 
Mathematics are considered essential. 

� Students who are intending to follow careers in Commerce, Music, Art, Physical Education, Outdoor 
Leadership, Languages or the Social Sciences should check their requirements for future training or 
education with their Guidance Counsellor or the Careers Coordinator 

� Core Physical Education and Sport are incorporated into each Year 11 students’ programme. 
� Careful choice of subjects is important.  It is difficult to make course changes in the NCEA system.  

All changes will need the approval of the Year 11-13 Dean. 
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INFORMATION FOR YEAR 12 STUDENTS 
NCEA Level 2 

 
 
Five is the usual number of subjects for a full course in Year 12.  You need now to choose four subjects from 
the Year 11-13 Section as you must do a course in English.  Remember your course in Year 12 can be a 
combination of Year 11 and Year 12 (Level 1 and Level 2 NCEA) subjects. 
 
Some students may wish to attempt six subjects.  This is a demanding course and recommended as suitable 
for those students who have shown strong organizational skills and academic ability.  This required approval. 
 

Courses at Year 12: 
As well as the subjects you choose, the following are components of your Year 12 course: 
 

� English is compulsory  
� Sport is compulsory. 

 
 

Qualifications: 
All Year 12 students study English and four other subjects, which can be multi level.  Most subjects have an 
external assessment at the end of the year as well as Internal assessments during the year.  To gain NCEA 
Level 2, 80 credits are required.  At least 60 of these must be from Level 2 or higher. 
 
Students who are entering Year 12 but have yet to meet the minimum Literacy and Numeracy requirements 
of 8 credits at level 1 NCEA in each of Literacy and Numeracy should ensure they select subjects which will 
fulfill these requirements. 
 

Rewarding Achievement: 
This assessment system encourages all students to achieve to their potential. 
 
NCEA certificates are awarded with Merit or Excellence: 

� If you get 50 or more of the required 80 credits at Excellence level, you will earn an NCEA with 
Excellence. 

� If you get 50 or more credits at Merit level (or a mix of Merit and Excellence) you will earn an NCEA 
with Merit. 

 
Excellence criteria are demanding and students who achieve with Excellence for all or most of their 
standards will demonstrate  higher-level thinking skills. 
 
 

Assessment Policies & Procedures: 
The school has developed clear policies and procedures relating to assessment for the NCEA.  These are 
made available to all students at the start of the year.  Policies and procedures will be fairly applied across all 
subjects.  Internally assessed standards will be spread throughout the year.  A clear statement about the 
assessment programme in each subject will be issued to students at the start of the year. 
 
 

Entry to Courses: 
Entry to courses at both Year 12 & 13 is by negotiation with Head of Department’s/Teachers in Charge.  Our 
aim is to ensure that all students are studying at an appropriate level.  There is opportunity to study across 
levels if this best meets the students needs. 

 
Fees for 2009   -  

New Zealand Students  -  $75 
International Students   - $375 
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INFORMATION FOR YEAR 13 STUDENTS 
NCEA Level 3 

 
 
The following information offers guidelines for course selection for Year 13 subjects.  Senior students are 
advised to contact HOD’s directly if they have queries regarding specific programmes. 
 
Most students at Year 13 will be studying for the NCEA Level 3 qualification.  Year 13 students may study 
subjects at a variety of levels, according to: 

� Their results in 2009 
� The approval of the Senior Dean 
� The career needs of each student 
� The limitations of the timetable 

 
 

Points to Consider: 
� Year 13 students are required to undertake a full course of study which involves 5 subjects 
� To gain NCEA Level 3, 80 credits are required.  At lease 60 of these must be from Level 3 or higher. 
� Entry requirements are outlined in this booklet.  Note that selection for individual subjects may 

require HOD approval. 
� Because tertiary institutions apply different criteria to New Zealand Citizens, Permanent Residents 

and International Students, all students are responsible for checking out entry details with the tertiary 
institution they wish to attend. 

� Students intending university study should choose combinations of Level 3 subjects as outlined on 
the next page. 

� Students should aim for the highest achievement possible in each standard.  This is advised 
because tertiary institutions will rank students on the basis of their best Level 3 credits. 

� English Language Requirements:  All students must meet the literacy requirements as set out by 
NZQA and all International Students whose first language is not English must also provide 
satisfactory evidence of their proficiency in English. 

� Students should consult tertiary institutions to ensure they choose any required subjects for the 
courses they are interested in studying.  Students are advised to access websites and published 
material available through the Careers Department. 

� Careful choice of subjects is important.  It is difficult to make course changes in the NCEA system.  
All changes will need the approval of the Year 11-13 Dean and may require approval by the Deputy 
Principal. 

 
 

University Entrance Standards: 
A person shall be qualified for entrance to a university in New Zealand if he/she has obtained: 
 

1. A minimum of 42 credits at Level 3 or higher on the National Qualifications Framework, including a 
minimum of 14 credits at Level 3 or higher in each of two subjects from the approved subject list, 
with a further 14 credits at Level 3 or higher taken from no more than two additional domains on the 
National Qualifications Framework, or approved subjects. 

2. A minimum of 14 credits at Level 1 or higher in Mathematics on the National Qualifications 
Framework. 

3. A minimum of 8 credits at Level 2 or higher in English or Te Reo Māori, 4 credits must be in Reading 
and 4 credits must be in Writing.  The literacy credits will be selected from a schedule of approved 
achievement standards and unit standards. 
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Summary: 

 
 14 credits at Level 3 or  14 credits at Level 3 or  14 credits at Level 3 or 
  higher in an approved      higher in another   higher in no more than 
             subject       approved subject     2 domains on the 
               Framework or 
            approved subjects 
 
 
 

• 14 credits in Mathematics at Level 1 or higher 
• 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Reading 
• 4 credits at Level 2 or above in Writing 

 
 

Approved subjects: 
 
 Accounting    Japanese (Second Language) 
 Agriculture & Horticulture  Korean 
 Biology     Latin 
 Chemistry    Mathematics with Calculus 
 Chinese (Second Language)  Statistics and Modeling 
 Classical Studies   Media Studies 
 Computing    Music Studies 
 Cook Islands Māori   Painting (Practical Art) 
 Dance     Photography (Practical Art) 
 Design (Practical Art)   Physical Education 
 Drama     Physics 
 Economics    Printmaking (Practical Art) 
 English     Samoan 
 French (Second Language)  Science 
 Geography    Sculpture (Practical Art) 
 German (Second Language)  Spanish (Second Language) 
 Graphics    Social Studies 
 Health Education   Technology 
 History     Te Reo Rangatira or Te Reo Māori 
 History of Art 
 Indonesian 
 
 

Students Planning to Enter the NZ Scholarship Examinations: 
Scholarship is not part of NCEA.  It is a stand-alone qualification designed to extend very high level 
achieving Level 3 students.  The examinations will cover similar content as NCEA Level 3, but at higher level 
thinking skills.  Students need to discuss their possible entry with their teachers and NZQA Liaison teacher 
early in the year. 
 
 

Rewarding Achievement: 

This assessment system encourages all students to achieve to their potential. 
 
NCEA certificates are awarded with Merit or Excellence: 

� If you get 50 or more of the required 80 credits at Excellence level, you will earn an NCEA with 
Excellence. 

� If you get 50 or more credits at Merit level (or a mix of Merit and Excellence) you will earn an NCEA 
with Merit. 

 
Excellence criteria are demanding and students who achieve with Excellence for all or most of their 
standards will demonstrate  higher-level thinking skills. 
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Assessment Policies & Procedures: 
The school has developed clear policies and procedures relating to assessment for the NCEA.  These will be 
made available to all students at the start of the year.  Policies and procedures will be fairly applied across all 
subjects.  Internally assessed standards will be spread throughout the year.  A clear statement about the 
assessment programme in each subject will be issued to students at the start of the year. 
 
 

Entry to Courses: 
Entry to courses at both Years 12 & 13 is by negotiation with Head of Department’s/Teachers in Charge.  
Our aim is to ensure that all students are studying at an appropriate level.  There is opportunity to study 
across levels if this best meets the students needs. 
 
 

Fees for 2009: 
New Zealand Students  - $75   includes up to 3 Scholarship papers 
International Students   - $375 

     Plus $100 for each Scholarship paper 
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Cantatech 
(Distance Learning) 

 
 

Oxford Area School is a participating member of 
“Cantatech” which is an elearning cluster linking 
Secondary and Area Schools in the Canterbury 
region.  Cantatech is in turn, part of the Virtual 
Learning Network which co-ordinates the distance 
learning of rural schools across New Zealand.  
Through it, students at each school have access 
to a wide range of subjects taught by skilled 
teachers using various online technologies, 
including video conferencing lessons once or 
twice a week. 
 
Video conference lessons allow teachers and 
students to interact in much the same way as in a 
traditional classroom.  The rest of the week, 
students are required to complete work as 
directed by their distance teacher.  This work is 
delivered by various means including paper based 

resources, and a range of internet based 
technology, such as the Cantatech online learning 
environment at  www.cantatech.net.nz  
 
Cantatech is generally the preferred option if a 
distance learning course is a student’s choice. 
 
Subjects that have been taught through Cantatech 
in the past 3 years have included: 
History, Classical Studies, Physics, Geography, 
Human Biology, Visual Art, Graphics, Economics, 
Calculus, Chemistry, Languages (French, 
German, Spanish, Te Reo), Accounting, Statistics, 
Tourism, Biology. 
 
Further details are available on the website at 
www.cantatech.school.nz  
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence 
 
 

 
Senior students wishing to do correspondence 
lessons will be approved on an individual basis 
depending on the availability of the subject at 
school and their previous academic achievement. 

 
The Correspondence School can now provide a 
few short term courses (10 to 20 weeks in length) 
and details of these can be obtained from the 
school. 
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Years 11 – 13 
 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
 

General Statement 
This is a course being offered to Year 11 & 12 
students through the National Trade Academy 
and taught by qualified staff at school.  This 
course is based on Unit Standards.   
 
The class has 10 days training in particular skills 
on farms in the area. 
 
All practical components are taught and assessed 
by trained tutors from the National Trade 
Academy and theory components are assessed 
internally.   The course works towards a National 
Certificate in Agriculture Level 2 after two years of 
study and is divided in the following way. 

Year 1 – First Year Compulsory 
Subjects 

 

Unit 
No. 

Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

20797 Introduction to Agriculture 
(theory) 

3 

20552 Tractor – Implement 
(practical) 

5 

19044 Tractor (theory) 2 
24557 ATV (Theory) 3 
24554 ATV Flat land (practical) 4 
24832 Fencing & Knots (practical) 

Assessed Year 2 
 

18191 Handling and health issues 
in dairy cattle (theory) 

3 

31 Water supply (practical) 2 
19112 Check and report on 

Livestock (diary)  Assessed 
Year 2 

 

19114 Livestock handling (practical) 
assessed Year 2 

 

19116 Livestock welfare (theory) 2 
23540 Health & Safety (theory) 5 
23541 Locating Hazards 

(diary/practical) Assessed 
Year 2 

 

21555 Weeds (theory) 4 
561 Temporary electric fence 

(practical) 
2 

24542 Soils (theory) 3 
21556 Weeds (practical) 2 
24630 Record livestock grazing 

management & feed 
livestock (diary) (optional) 

 
(4) 

Year 2 – Second Year Compulsory 
Subjects 

 

Unit 
No. 

Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

19112 Check & report on 
livestock (diary) 
Assessed Year 2 

 
(4) 

19114  Livestock handling 
(practical) Assessed Yr 2 

6 

23541 Locating hazards 
(diary/practical) 
Assessed Year 2 

 
5 

24832 Fencing & Knots 
(practical) Assessed Yr 2 

5 

19081 Livestock feeding & 
budgeting (theory) 

3 

19053 Motorcycle flat (practical) 4 
24555 Motorcycle (theory) 3 
18 Animal physiology 

(theory) 
7 

24620 Safe handling of cattle in 
yards (theory) 

5 

24623 Breeds and classes of 
cattle (theory) 

2 

 
Next Step 
� Completion of National Certificate in 

Agriculture.   
� Farm Apprenticeship.   
� Employment on farms. 
 
 

Art 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

General Statement 

This course aims to build upon the skills and 
knowledge learned in previous years, with an 
emphasis on providing students with the 
opportunities to develop individual responses to 
the syllabus. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.1 Research art and artworks 
from Maori & European 
traditions and their contexts 

 
3 

1.2 Use drawing processes and 
procedures 

 
5 

1.3 Generate and develop ideas 
in making artworks 

 
12 
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Associated Costs 
Materials $30.00 
 
Previous Study 
Year 10 Art 
 
Next Step 
NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval. 
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 

General Statement 

Students at this level are expected to develop 
more independence in initiating, developing and 
resolving their year’s work. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standard 

Credit 

2.2 Research information and 
ideas in the context of a 
drawing study in painting 

 
6 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.3 Generate and develop ideas in 
making artworks 

 
12 

 
Associated Costs 
Vary according to materials used, approx $30.00 
 
Previous Study 
NCEA Level 1 

Next Step 

Bursary Art or Photography 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

 

General Statement 
Students at this level are required to build 
knowledge and understanding of art and 
established practice within an informed framework 
of study.  A knowledge of New Zealand and 
International contemporary art will form a basis for 
direction into original and relevant outcomes. 
Students may enroll in one or two of the following 
courses.  
Painting,  Photography,  Design,  Printmaking, 
Sculpture. 
These courses consist of two internally assessed 
achievement standards and one externally 
assessed standard.   
Students will show their ability to generate work 
and ideas, clarify and analyse these ideas through 
appropriate medium and then show regeneration 

into resolved art works.  Students who wish to go 
on to specialist Art courses at a tertiary level must 
complete two courses. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Research an art making 
tradition and discuss it’s links 
to relevant recent Design, 
Painting, Photography, 
Printmaking, Sculpture 
practice 

 
4 

3.2 Investigate and use ideas and 
methods in the context of a 
drawing study in Design, 
Painting, Photography, 
Printmaking, Sculpture. 

 
6 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.3 Produce original work within 
Design, Painting, Photography, 
Printmaking Sculpture to show 
extensive knowledge of art-
making methods and ideas. 

 
14 

 

Associated Costs 

Vary according to materials used within chosen 
art discipline. 
 
Previous Study 
Preferably NCEA Level 2. 
 
Next Step 
Tertiary Study 

 
 

Careers 
 

NZQA Unit Standards Level 1 & 2 
Year 11 
 

General Statement 
This core subject is designed to give students an 
insight into the world of work.  The topics will 
include identifying Career Options, Managing a 
Budget, different types of CV and Resumes and 
Plan for the Future.  It is taught for one period a 
week and during this time students will work 
towards 2 credits at Level 1 and 12 credits at 
Level 2.  It is fully internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 
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Course Outline and Assessment 
 Internally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

504 Produce a CV 2 
524 Operate a Personal Budget 2 
4252 Produce a Targeted 

Resume 
2 

7121 Demonstrate information 
research 

2 

10781 Produce plan for own future 3 
4253 Obtain Job Search Skills 3 
 

 

Classical Studies 
 

NCEA Level 2  –  Year 12 
 
General Statement 
The classical studies course covers Greek topics 
including: 
� Homer’s Odyssey 
� Athenian Art and Architecture. 
� Athenian Social life 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.4 Complete an independent 
examination of an area of 
classical studies Athenian Art 
and Architecture 

 
5 

2.5 Communicate knowledge of 
an aspect of the classical 
world The Odyssey 

 
4 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.1 Examine a passage from 
work of classical literature in 
translation The Odyssey 

 
5 

2.2 Examine a work of classical 
art and/or architecture 
Athenian Art & architecture 

 
5 

2.3 Examine in essay format an 
aspect of the classical world 
Athenian social life 

 
5 

 
Skills include interpretation, analysis, exploring 
and devising arguments, literary skills and 
appreciation. 
 
Associated Costs 
Field trip re 2.4 
Field trip to Canterbury University 
Booklets $10 
 

Previous Study 
Year 11 English and/or Year 11 History 
 
Next Step 
Year 13 Classics, History or English. 
 
 

NCEA Level 3  –  Year 13 
 
General Statement 
This classical studies course covers Roman and 
Greek history topics including: 
� Virgil’s Aeneid with particular reference to 

Books 1, 2, 4 & 6, including the plot and 
characters of the poem, the function of the 
gods, and the theme of Rome’s world mission. 

� Alexander the Great 
� Greek Vase Panting 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.4 Complete independent 
research on an area of the 
classical world  Alexander 
the Great  

 
6 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Explain a passage from a 
work of classical literature in 
translation  Aeneid 

6 

3.2 Explain a work or works of 
classical art  Greek Vase 
Paintings 

 
6 

3.3 Explain in essay format an 
aspect of the classical world  
Alexander the Great 

 
6 

 
Skills include interpretation, analysis, exploring 
and devising arguments, literary skills and 
appreciation. 
 
Associated Costs 
Field trip to University of Canterbury 
Booklets $10 
 
Previous Study 
Year 12 English, Year 12 History and/or Classics 
are helpful 
 
Next Step 
University / Tertiary 
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Computing 
 

National Certificate  Level 1 - Year 11 

General Statement 

Computing is Unit Standards based.  All credits 
gained will count towards NCEA.  The course is 
designed to give students a thorough knowledge 
of basic computer concepts.  40 credits are 
required for a National Certificate and will be 
gained over approximately 2 years.  If completed 
earlier students will immediately move to Level 3 
in Year 12.   

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2780 
2781 

Compulsory Theory Units 9 
3 

2784 Spreadsheets 3 
2786 Database 3 

2788 Desktop Publishing 2 
5957 Schematic Diagrams 2 

5946 Computer Slideshow 3 

 
These are externally moderated. 

Associated Costs 

$5.00 

Previous Study 

Nil 

Next Step 

Year 12 Computing 

National Certificate Level 2 and 3 

Year 12 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

 
5958 

Level 2 & 3 
Design 

 
3 

2791 Integrate Data 3 
15167 Web Page 2 
15168 Web Page 4 
5941 Email Messaging 2 
 
2785 

Level 3 
Spreadsheets 

 
5 

 

 

National Certificate Level 2 & 3 – Year 
13 
 
This course is designed to allow students to either 
complete a National Certificate or accumulate 
credits.   Level 2 will be completed and Level 3 
credits gained.  

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

 
2789 

Level 3 
Desktop Publishing 

 
5 

5940 Slideshow 5 
2787 Database 3 
5954 Macro 3 
5956 Create Images 3 
5947 Problem Solving 3 
 
5950 

Technology in 
Organisations 

 
5 

18737 Web Page 5 
5968 Social Implications 3 
 
 
 

Design Technology –  
Hard Materials 
 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 
 
General Statement 
Students studying this subject will be working 
towards gaining a ‘National Certificate in Building, 
Construction and Allied Trades Skills Level 1’ 
(BCATS).  During the course of study students will 
be required to gain competency in the following 
Unit Standards and Achievement Standards.  
There will be practice tasks that students will be 
working on during the year. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

US24352 
Compuls
ory 

Demonstrate knowledge of 
and apply safe working 
practices in the construction 
of a BCATS project. 

Level 1 
Credits 

3 

US24355 
Compuls
ory 

Demonstrate knowledge of 
construction and 
manufacturing materials 
used in BCATS projects 

Level 1 
Credits 

4 

US24356 
Compuls
ory 

Apply elementary workshop 
procedures and processes 
for BCATS projects 

Level 1 
Credits 

8 
AS90045 Develop an outcome 

through technological 
practice to address a given 
brief 

Level 1 
Credits 

6 
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US12927 Identify, select, maintain and 
use hand tools for BCATS 
projects 

Level 2 
Credits 

6 
US18917 Use basic hand joints in 

furniture making 
Level 1 
Credits 

3 
US18918 Apply woodworking 

techniques to construct a 
basic carcase in furniture 
making 

Level 1 
Credits 

6 

 
 
Associated Costs 
Vary according to materials used 
 
Previous Study 
Year 10 Technology 
 
Next Step 
Level 2 NCEA 
Polytechnic courses 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 

General Statement 

Students studying this subject will be working 
towards gaining a ‘National Certificate in Building, 
Construction and Allied Trades Skills Level 2’ 
(BCATS).  This course is completed over a 2 year 
period during which time they will be completing 
the following Unit Standards.  There will be 
practical projects undertaken in this programme. 

Course outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Unit  Standards 

Credit 

US24354 
Compuls
ory 

Demonstrate knowledge of 
and apply safe working 
practices in a BCATS 
workplace 

Level 2 
Credits 

4 

US24358 
Compuls
ory 

Plan and monitor the 
construction of a BCATS 
project and quality check the 
product. 

Level 2 
Credits 

2 

US12932 Construct timber garden 
furniture and items of basic 
construction equipment as a 
BCATS project 

Level 2 
Credits 

8 

US12933 Complete minor concrete works 
as a BCATS project 

Level 2 
Credits 

4 
US12938 Lay paving blocks as a BCATS 

project 
Level 2 
Credits 

4 

 

Associated Costs 

Vary according to materials used 
 

Previous Study 
NCEA Level 1 Design Technology preferred 
 
Next Step 
Year 13 Design Technology  
Polytechnic Courses 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

General Statement 

Students studying this subject will be working 
towards gaining a ‘National Certificate in Building, 
Construction and Allied Trades Skills Level 2’ 
(BCATS).  This course is the final years study 
towards the Level 2 qualification, during which 
time they will be completing the following Unit 
Standards.  There will be practical projects 
undertaken in this programme.  A total of 16 
credits are being offered. 

Course outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed Unit 
Standards 

Credit 

US24350 
Compuls
ory 

Identify, select, maintain and 
use portable power tools for 
BCATS projects. 

Level 2 
Credits 

6 
US24357 
Compuls
ory 

Receive instructions and 
communicate information in 
relation to BCATS projects 

Level 2 
Credits 

4 
US9788 Set and operate a band saw to 

produce profiled wooden 
furniture components 

Level 2 
Credits 

2 
US20047 Hand turn wood to produce 

basic furniture making articles 
Level 2 
Credits 

4 

 

Associated Costs 
Nil 
 
Previous Study 
Year 12 Design Technology – Hard Materials 
 
Next step 
Polytechnics  
Direct entry to the work force 
 
 

Economics 
 

NCEA Level 1 –Year 11 

General Statement 

The course is designed to stand alone – no prior 
knowledge is required.  The emphasis is on 
developing an understanding of why and how 
groups and individuals choose to satisfy their 
wants by allocating and managing scarce 
resources in the context of the New Zealand 
economy 
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Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.6 The Consumer Decision 
Making Model 

 
2 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

1.1 Consumer Choice and 
Demand 

5 

1.2 Producers, Production and 
Resources 

 
5 

1.3 Supply 2 
1.4 The Market 5 
1.5 Sectors of the Economy 2 

Associated Costs 

Nil 
Previous Study 
None Required 

Next Step 

Year 12 Economics 
NCEA Level 2 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval 

NCEA Level 2  – Year 12 

General Statement 

The course is designed to stand alone – no prior 
knowledge is required.  The emphasis is on 
exploring and examining issues using trade, 
employment, growth, price stability and equality.  
Owing to small numbers opting for Level 2 
Economics this is generally taught on Cantatech. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.4 Carry out an investigation of a 
current economic issue using 
primary data 

 
3 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.1 Explore issues using economic 
concepts and statistical data 

 
6 

2.2 Examine issues using 
economic models 

6 

2.3 Demonstrate an awareness of 
Government policies related to 
economic issues 

 
6 

Associated Costs 

Nil 
 

Previous Study 
Prefer Year 11 Level 1 
 
Next Step 
Level 3 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

General Statement 

Students study the role of the market in the 
economy and how the public sector and 
government are able to modify that role. 
Skills of reasoning, interpretation of data and 
analysis will be developed throughout the course. 
Owing to small numbers opting for Level 3 
Economics this is generally taught on Cantatech. 

 Associated Costs 

Nil 

Previous Study 

Year 12 Level 2 

Next Step 

University 
 
 

English 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

General Statement 

The course builds on the skills covered in the 
Year 9 and 10 courses and encourages practical 
experience in areas such as research, creative 
writing, static images, drama, and speech-making.  
A wide range of literature is studied. Reading 
skills and writing in different styles are practiced. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.1 Produce creative writing 3 
 
1.7 

Deliver a speech in a formal 
situation 

 
3 

 
1.8 

Produce a media or dramatic 
presentation 

 
3 

1.9 Research and present 
information 

3 

U/S 
8808 

Read an inclusive range of 
texts and record the reading 
experience 

 
4 
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 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.2 Produce formal writing 3 
1.3 Read, study and understand 

an extended written text 
 
2 

1.5 Read, listen to, study and 
understand a visual or oral 
text 

 
2 

1.6 Read and understand 
unfamiliar texts 

 
3 

Associated Costs 

� Cost of any class trips to view drama 
productions/films.  $15 transport plus seat 
price. 

� Cost of admittance to productions performed 
at school.  Usually $2 - $10. 

� ICAS - $7.50 (English Competition) 
� Ugly Shakespeare performance.  $5  

Previous Study 

Year 10 English 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 2  
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval.  Students should have passed as many 
of the external achievement standards as 
possible. 

Practical English – Year 11 and 12 

General Statement 

This is a practical course offering Achievement 
and Unit Standards.  It shows a clear profile of 
achievement in communication English skills.   
� Level 1 Practical English involves one school 

exam in Term 3.   
� Level 2 Practical English is suited to Year 12 

students.  There is one school examination in 

Term 3. 
� Students will be offered Unit Standards which 

are internally assessed. 
� Practical English is offered by the Head of 

Department to suitable pupils.  Students who 
take Practical English may also sit NCEA 
Achievement Standards at a suitable level. 

 

Level 1 Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

US8808 Wide reading plus 
response writing 

3 

US1293 Informal interview 2 
US3490 Write an incident report 3 
90052 
AS 1.1 

Produce creative 
writing 

3 

90059 
AS 1.8 

Produce a media or 
dramatic presentation 
(static image) 

 
3 

90058 
AS 1.7 

Deliver a speech in a 
formal situation 

3 

US10792 Write Personal, formal 
correspondence 

3 

US3483 Fill in a form 4 
 Opportunity for 

extension or re-
assessment 

 

 
Level 2 Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

US12905 Wide reading  4 
US1294 Formal Interview 2 
US3492 Write a short report 3 
90375 
AS 2.1 

Creative Writing 3 

900376 
AS 2.2 

Produce formal writing 3 

AS90374 Make a presentation 3 
US3488 Write business letters 6 
 Opportunity for 

extension or re-
assessment 

 

 

Associated Costs 

� Cost of any class trips to view drama 
productions/films.  $15 transport plus seat 
price. 

� Cost of admittance to productions performed 
at school.  Usually $2 - $10. 

� ICAS - $7.50 (English competition) 
� Ugly Shakespeare performance.  $5  

Previous Study 

Year 10 English / CPE Level 1. 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 1 or 2 English or Practical English 
Entry dependent on HOD approval 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 

General Statement 

Students study an enjoyable variety of literary 
genre over the year including a range from the 
novel, poetry, drama and film.  They will continue 
to develop their skills in thinking, analysing and 
evaluating.  The craft of writing is practiced 
encompassing a variety of styles.  Students also 
carry out a research investigation into a language 
or literature topic. 
Class and group discussion of literature and 
language topics is encouraged.  
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Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Produce crafted and 
developed creative writing 

 
3 

2.2 Produce crafted and 
developed formal transactional 
writing 

 
3 

2.7 Deliver a presentation using 
oral and visual language 
techniques 

 
3 
 

2.8 Investigate a language or 
literative topic & present 
information in written form 

 
3 

U/S 
12905 

Read an inclusive variety of 
written texts and record the 
reading experience 

 
4 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.3 Read, study and analyse 
extended written texts 

 
3 

2.5 View/listen to, study and 
analyse a visual or oral text 

 
3 

2.6 Read unfamiliar texts and 
analyse the ideas and 
language features 

 
3 

Associated Costs 

� Costs of class trips to view drama 
productions/films:  

� Transport $15 plus seat price 
� ICAS - $7.50 
� Ugly Shakespeare performance - $5 
 
Previous Study 
NCEA English Level 1 
 
Next Step 
NCEA Level 3 English 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval.  Students should have passed as many 
NCEA Level 2 external standards as possible. 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

General Statement 

This academic course is based on the study of 
language and literature including: 
 
� The appreciation and analysis of the language 

of poetry and prose 
� A language topic which involves individual 

research on an aspect of the topic chosen by 
the student.   

� Two out of a contemporary novel, a study of 
the New Zealand writer Katherine Mansfield’s 
short stories, the works of a major poet such 
as Seamus Heaney or a film study such as 
Moulin Rouge. 

Students concentrate on developing their literary 
skills of discrimination, analysis and appreciation. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Produce and extended piece 
of writing in a selected style 

 
4 

3.6 Construct and deliver an oral 
presentation 

3 

3.7 Complete independent 
research on a language or 
literature topic and present 
findings in written form 

 
4 

U/S 
12431 

Read and evaluate the 
effectiveness of moving 
images 

 
3 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.2 Respond critically to written 
text(s) studied 

3 

3.4 Respond critically to oral or 
visual text studied 

3 

 
3.5 

Respond critically to 
unfamiliar prose and poetry 
texts 

 
3 

 
Associated Costs 
� Cost of class trips to view drama 

productions/films: 
� $15 transport plus seat price. 
� ICAS - $7.50 
� Ugly Shakespeare Performance - $5 
 
Previous Study 
NCEA Level 2 English 
Individual cases considered on merit.  Students 
should have passed as many external NCEA 
Level 2 achievement standards as possible. 
 
Next Step 
University Course/Tertiary Study 
 
 

Geography 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

 
General Statement 
Geography is a dynamic subject that moves with 
times.  It looks at today’s key social, political and 
moral questions on a local, national and global 
scale.  Students explore the relationship between 
people and the environment around us and make 
their own informed decisions. 
� What can we do about global warming? 
� Should native forests be logged? 
� Is the population growing too fast? 
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� Should groundwater use be limited for dairy 
farming? 

 
Students also develop many skills essential for 
adult life and the workplace. 
� Analysis of the range of values that people 

hold. 
� Decision making. 
� Management of resources. 
� Planning for the future. 
� Report preparation and presentation. 
As the best way to learn is to experience things at 
first hand, the courses also involve participation in 
field trips. 
 
Studies include: 
� Extreme natural events of the Pacific Region 

including Tropical Cyclones and Flooding 
� Population Studies of New Zealand and 

Monsoon Asia 
� Resource Use in a renewable (wine making) 

and non-renewable (gold mining) context. 
� Geographic Issues – globally, regionally and 

locally 
� Global Studies – economic development, 

globalisation and deforestation. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.5 Carry out directed 
geographic research 

 
5 

1.6 Describe a geographic issue 3 
1.7 Examine a global study 3 
 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

1.1 Examine extreme natural 
events 

3 

1.2 Examine population patterns, 
processes and issues 

 
3 

1.3 Examine resource use in a 
farming and mining context 

 
3 

1.4 Apply skills and ideas with 
direction in geographic 
context 

 
4 

 
Associated Costs 
Transport for field trips 
 
Previous Study 
None required 

Next step 

NCEA Level 2 
 
 
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 

General Statement 

Geography is a dynamic subject that moves with 
times.  It looks at today’s key social, political and 
moral questions on a local, national and global 
scale.  Students explore the relationship between 
people and the environment around us and make 
their own informed decisions. 
� What can we do about global warming? 
� Should native forests be logged? 
� Is the population growing too fast? 
� Should groundwater use be limited for dairy 

farming? 
 
Students also develop many skills essential for 
adult life and the workplace. 
� Analysis of the range of values that people 

hold. 
� Decision making. 
� Management of resources. 
� Planning for the future. 
� Report preparation and presentation. 
As the best way to learn is to experience things at 
first hand, the courses also involve participation in 
field trips. 
 
Studies include: 
� Explain natural landscapes both in New 

Zealand and on a global scale. 
� Explain urban settlements locally, regionally 

and globally. 
� Explain disparities in development between 

countries and within countries. 
� Geographic issues - globally, regionally and 

locally. 
� Global Studies – climate change and 

endangered species. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.5 Carry out directed 
geographic research 

 
5 

2.6 Describe a contemporary 
geographic issue 

3 

2.7 Explain a global study 3 
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 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Explain natural landscapes 3 

2.2 Explain urban settlements 3 
2.3 Explain disparities in 

development 
 
3 

2.4 Apply skills and ideas in a 
geographic context, with 
guidance 

 
4 

Associated Costs 

Transport for field trips 

Previous Study 

NCEA Level 1 an advantage 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 3 
 

NCEA Level 3  – Year 13 

General Statement 

Geography is a dynamic subject that moves with 
times.  It looks at today’s key social, political and 
moral questions on a local, national and global 
scale.  Students explore the relationship between 
people and the environment around us and make 
their own informed decisions. 
� What can we do about global warming? 
� Should native forests be logged? 
� Is the population growing too fast? 
� Should groundwater use be limited for dairy 

farming? 
 
Students also develop many skills essential for 
adult life and the workplace. 
� Analysis of the range of values that people 

hold. 
� Decision making. 
� Management of resources. 
� Planning for the future. 
� Report preparation and presentation. 
 
As the best way to learn is to experience things at 
first hand, the courses also involve participation in 
field trips. 
 
Studies include: 
� Natural Processes focusing on the coastal 

environments of Canterbury. 
� Cultural Processes focusing on tourism 

development in New Zealand and the gold 
coast of Australia. 

� The geographic importance of planning and 
decision making based on local, regional, 
national and global planning issues. 

� Geographic Issues. 

Course Outline & Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.3 Analyse the role of 
Geography in planning and 
decision making 

 
3 

3.5 Carry out geographic 
research with consultation 

 
3 

3.6 Analyse a contemporary 
issue and evaluate course of 
action 

 
3 

3.7 Analyse a global geographic 
study 

 
3 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.1 Analyse a geographic 
environment, focusing on the 
interacting natural processes 

 
3 

3.2 Analyse a cultural process 3 
3.4 Select and apply skills and 

ideas in a geographic context 
 
6 

Associated Costs 

Cost of Field Trips 

Previous Study 

NCEA Level 1 & 2 an advantage.  NCEA Level 2 
English an advantage. 

Next Step 

Tertiary Course/Career 
Tourism, Agriculture, Landscape Design, 
Geology, Resource Management, Education, 
Environment, Decision Making and/or Planning, 
Catchment Authorities, Local Government, 
Weather Presenter on TV. 

 
Graphics 

NCEA Level 1 - Year 11 

General Statement 

This course of study builds on the knowledge and 
experience gained in the previous years.  The 
emphasis is on providing students with a wide 
range of experiences in the Graphics fields 
through problem solving, from a range of design 
briefs. 

Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.5 Produce mock-ups and 
models 
 

4 
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1.6 Apply the design process to 
solve problems 

 
5 

1.8 Present design ideas that 
show features and functions 

3 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

1.1 Produce freehand sketches 
that show design features 

3 

1.2 Construct and use 
geometrical shapes and 
solids to communicate design 
ideas 

 
2 

1.3  Produce instrument working 
drawings 

3 

1.4 Produce pictorial drawings 
using instruments and ponder 
these drawings 

 
4 

Associated Costs 

Nil 
 
Previous Study 
Open Entry 
 
Next Step 
Level 2 NCEA 
Polytechnic Courses 
Entry will be dependent on the HOD and Dean 
approval 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 

 General Statement 

This course of study builds on the knowledge and 
skills acquired in the previous year.  The 
emphasis is on providing students with a wide 
range of experiences in the graphics fields 
through solving problems, expressing individual 
ideas from a range of design briefs. 

Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.5 Produce mock-ups and models 
to explore design ideas 

 
3 

2.6 Design and present a solution 
for an architectural or 
environmental brief 

 
3 

2.7 Design and present a solution 
for an engineering or 
technological brief 

 
3 

2.8 Design and present a solution 
for a media or technical 
illustration brief 

 
3 

 

 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Produce two dimensional and 
three dimensional freehand 
sketches to show design ideas 

 
3 

2.2 Produce two dimensional 
instrumental drawings 

 
3 

2.3 Produce three dimensional 
instrumental drawings 

 
3 

2.4 Describe and explain design 
and its implications on society 

 
3 

Associated Costs 

Nil 

Previous Study 

Open Entry 
 
Next Step 
NCEA Level 3 / Scholarship 
Polytechnic Courses 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval. 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13  

 
General Statement 
This subject is a University Entrance approved 
subject.  The course of study builds on the skills 
and knowledge gained in previous years.  The 
emphasis is on providing students with a wide 
range of real life experiences in the graphics 
world.  Students are encouraged to develop 
individualized design briefs that meet their needs 
based on the achievement standards provided. 
 
Students will be required to work towards gaining 
credits in the external achievement standards and 
two of the internal achievement standards 
provided, thus gaining 19 credits in this subject 
area. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.3 Develop and present a 
solution to an architectural or 
environmental design brief 

 
5 

3.4 Develop and present a 
solution to an engineering or 
technological design brief. 

 
5 

3.5 Develop and present a 
solution to a media or 
technical illustration design 
brief 

 
5 
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 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Develop a design solution to 
a negotiated brief using 
specialized graphics 
knowledge 

 
5 

3.2 Present a design solution 
using specialized graphics 
knowledge which 
communicates design ideas 

 
4 

 
Associated Costs 
Nil 
 
Previous Study 
Open Entry 
 
Next Step 
Polytechnic Courses 
University Studies 
 

History 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 
General Statement 
The colourful pageant of History is the story of 
people!  It tells of the conflicts and achievements 
of the human race, of bloody wars and significant 
events.  Studded with the names of statesmen 
and conquerors, explorers, inventors and artists, it 
also records the way ordinary people lived in 
times past. 
This course studies some of the major events 
throughout the world during the 20

th
 century may 

include: 
� Black civil rights in the USA 
� Conflict in Ireland 1902 to 1922 
� Origins of World War II 
� New Zealand search for security 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.1 Carry out an historical 
investigation 

 
4 

1.2 Communicate historical ideas 4 
 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.3 Interpret historical sources 4 
1.4 Describe the perspectives and 

related actions of people in an 
historical setting 

 
4 

1.5 Describe an historical 
development in an essay 

 
4 

1.6 Describe experiences that 
have been significant to the 
identity of New Zealanders 

 
4 

Associated Costs 

Booklets $10 
 

Previous Study: 
Year 10 Social Studies  
 

Next Step: 
NCEA Level 2 History 
 

NCEA Level 2  – Year 12 
 

General Statement 
It aims at developing skills of inquiry, analysis, 
presentation and critical thinking.  Students will 
study: 

� Origins of World War I 
� The conflict in Vietnam and Indo-China 

1945 to 1975 
� Revolution in Russia 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Plan and carry out an historical 
inquiry 

 
4 

2.2 Communicate historical ideas 
to demonstrate understanding 
of an historical context 

 
4 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.3 Examine evidence in historical 
sources 

4 

2.4 Examine perspectives and 
responses of, and demonstrate 
empathy for people in an 
historical setting 

 
4 

2.5 Examine how a force or 
movement in an historical 
setting influenced people’s 
lives in an essay 

 
 
4 

2.6 Examine individual or group 
identity in an historical setting, 
in an essay 

 
4 

Associated Costs 

Booklet $10 

Previous Study  

Level 1 History or English 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 3 History 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

 
General Statement 
This course covers: 
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� A broad survey of Tudor-Stuart England 1558-
1668.  This study includes Elizabeth I, James 
I, and Charles I.  It deals with religion, 
government, trade, everyday society. 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Plan and carry out 
independent historical 
research Tudor Stuart England 
1558 - 1668 

4 

3.2 Communicate and present 
historical ideas clearly to show 
understanding of an historical 
context. 

5 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.3 Analyse and evaluate 
evidence in historical sources 

5 

3.4 Examine a significant 
decision made by people in 
history, in an essay. 

5 

3.5 Examine a significant 
historical issue in the context 
of change, in an essay. 

5 

 
Associated Costs 
Booklets $10 
 
Previous Study 
English, Geography or History at Year 12 
 
Next Step 
University study in History, English, Political 
Studies, Classical or American Studies, 
Sociology, Law or Journalism. 
 

Hospitality and Foods 
 
This subject area provides students with 
comprehensive learning experiences about the 
Hospitality industry and is ideal for those who wish 
to enhance their career options in any field of the 
Hospitality and Food industry.  Much of the course 
is practical and this may include the opportunity of 
working with local businesses. 

Certificate of Achievement Cookery 1, 
Level 1 – Year 11 

 
General Statement 
This foundation course in Hospitality is designed 
as an introduction to working in commercial 
environments and students will learn essentials of 
food hygiene, preparing and presenting meat, 

fruits and vegetables, eggs and cheese in the 
hospitality industry. 
Upon successful completion of the entire course a 
Certificate of Achievement – Cookery level 1 will 
be gained from the Hospitality Standards Institute.  
The rest of the year will build on these skills along 
with the study of nutrition and well being. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

15620 Apply knowledge of hygiene 
and safety in the preparation, 
serving and storage of food 

 
6 

15900 Prepare and present meat in 
the hospitality industry 

3 

15901 Prepare and present fruit and 
vegetables in the hospitality 
industry 

 
2 

19770 Prepare and present egg and 
cheese dishes in the 
hospitality industry 

 
2 

AS 
90144 

Apply knowledge of safe food 
handling practices and 
strategies 

 
5 

6634 Demonstrate knowledge of 
basic human nutrition 

5 

6631 Provide nutritious food for an 
adolescent 

5 

 
Associated Costs 
Course costs will cover the provision of most 
pantry supplies.  Other supplies will need to be 
provided from home.  There will be opportunity for 
students to purchase high quality equipment 
which they will use during the year.  Workbooks 
are purchased from the school office 
 
Previous Study 
Year 7 – 10 Foods 
Next Step 
Year 12 Hospitality or Polytechnic in the fields of 
catering, baking, butchery and hospitality or direct 
entry into modern apprenticeships or cadetships. 

Certificate of Achievement Level 2 – 
Year 12 

General Statement 

There are 3 components to this course – Food 
and Beverage Service, Cookery and Food Safety. 
Each component when completed has a 
certificate of Achievement from Hospitality 
Standards Institute. 
This course aims to provide students with skills in 
food and beverage service and customer care, 
working in a commercial environment and working 
with food safely. It is designed as a foundation 
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course for any person who may be considering a 
career in the hospitality industry. 

 
Certificate of Achievement – Cookery 2 
 
Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

*167 Practise food safety methods 
in a food business 

4 

13276 Prepare and cook food by 
grilling in a commercial 
kitchen 

 
2 

13283 Prepare and present salads 
for service in a commercial 
kitchen 

 
2 

13285 Handle and maintain knives 
in a kitchen 

2 

 

Certificate of Achievement – Food & 
Beverage 
 
Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

14425 Prepare and serve hot and 
cold non-alcoholic drinks in a 
commercial environment 

 
2 

14434 Prepare and clear areas for 
table service in a commercial 
environment 

 
3 

14436 Provide basic food table 
service in a commercial 
environment 

 
4 

14462 Provide customer care in the 
hospitality industry 

2 

 

Certificate of Achievement – Food 
Safety 
 
Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

*167 Practice food safety methods 
in a food business 
(Credits may only be counted 
once for NCEA, but the 
Certificate can still be gained) 

 
4 

20666 Demonstrate a basic 
knowledge of contamination 
hazards and control methods 
in a food business 

 
2 

Total Level 2 Credits for Year = 23 
 
Associated Costs 
Course costs will cover the provision of most 
pantry supplies.  There will be opportunity for 
students to purchase high quality equipment 

which they will use during the year.  Workbooks 
are purchased from the school office. 
 
Previous Study 
No previous study is necessary but a genuine 
interest in the hospitality industry is recommended 
 
Next Step 
Year 13 Hospitality and Foods, Polytechnic or 
University in the fields of catering, food and 
nutrition and hospitality or direct entry into modern 
apprenticeships. 

Year 13 – Level 2 & 3 

 
General Statement 
This course provides students with skills for the 
hospitality industry as well as many useful 
practical skills for life along with food and nutrition 
studies in a practical situation. 
 

Certificate of Achievement – Cookery 4 
(Level 2) 
 
Students who have not achieved Unit Standard 
167 must complete this before Certificate of 
Achievement Cookery 4 can be awarded. 
 
 
Course Outline and Assessment may include 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

13271 Cook food by frying in a 
commercial kitchen 

2 

13278 Cook food by roasting in a 
commercial kitchen 

2 

13280 Prepare fruit and vegetables 
in a commercial kitchen 

2 

13281 Prepare and present 
sandwiches in a commercial 
kitchen 

 
2 

 
Level 3 May Include Unit Standards or 
Achievement Standards 
 
Course Outline and Assessment  

 Internally Assessed Unit 
Standards 

Credit 

6649 Investigate the relationship 
between food and lifestyle 
and the food and nutrition 
guidelines 

 
5 

6648 Prepare, plan and serve food 
for a special occasion 

4 

15627 Demonstrate creativity in 
meal preparation and 
presentation 

 
6 
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Course Outline and Assessment  
 Internally Assessed 

Achievement Standards 
Credit 

90531 
AS 3.1 

Explore a current nutritional 
issue affecting New Zealand 
society 

 
6 

90533 
AS 3.3 

Discuss the influences of 
media messages on foods 
choices 

 
4 

90534 
AS 3.4 

Discuss the effects of 
globalization on food choice 
in New Zealand 

 
5 

 
 
Associated Costs 
Course costs will cover the provision of most 
pantry supplies.  There will be opportunity for 
students to purchase high quality equipment 
which they will use during the year.  Workbooks 
are purchased from the school office. 
 
Previous Study 
No previous study is necessary but a genuine 
interest in the hospitality industry is recommended 
 
Next Step 
Polytechnic or University in the fields of catering, 
food, nutrition and hospitality. 
 
 

Japanese 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

 
General Statement 
Students continue to develop their speaking 
listening, reading and writing skills against the 
background of the Japanese culture and way of 
life. 
[Level 4-6 of Japanese in the New Zealand 
Curriculum]. 
 

Course Outline and Assessment 
 Internally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

1.2 Speaking – prepared talk 3 
1.3 Speaking – conversation 3 
1.6 Writing with resources 3 
 
The following standards may also be offered to 
students making particularly good progress. 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.1 Listening 6 
1.4 Reading 6 
1.5 Writing 3 
 
Associated Costs 
Vocabulary and grammar lists and topic  
booklets    $6.00 
Katakana booklet     $4.00 
  [if not purchased previous year] 

Previous Study  

Year 10 Japanese or equivalent 
 
Next step 
NCEA – Level 2 
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 
 
General Statement: 
Students work towards the “Survival Skills” and 
“Social Competence” levels of the language.  
They continue to develop their speaking, listening, 
reading and writing skills and their understanding 
of contemporary Japanese life and values. 
[Level 7 of Japanese in the New Zealand 
Curriculum]. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.2 Speaking – prepared talk 3 
2.3 Speaking – conversation 3 
 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.1 Listening 6 
2.4 Reading 6 
2.5 Writing 3 
 
Associated Costs: 
Vocabulary and grammar lists and  
topic and Kanji booklets   $6.00 

Previous Study 

12 credits at NCEA Level or otherwise by 
consultation with Teacher in Charge. 
 
Next Step 
NCEA Level 3 
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Mathematics 

 NCEA Level 1 Achievement and Unit 
Standards Class – Year 11 

General Statement 

This course continues to build on the skills and 
knowledge developed in previous years to enable 
students to think mathematically and statistically, 
to solve problems and model situations.  Success 
at this level will ensure that students can continue 
with their studies in Mathematics and Science 
subjects at NCEA Level 2 and above. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.3 Measurement of everyday 
objects 

4 

1.4 Geometric techniques 2 
1.5 Statistical methods 3 
 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

1.1 Algebra 4 
1.2 Graphing 3 
1.6 Probability 2 
1.7 Number  3 
1.8 Right angled triangles 2 
 
A small number of Unit Standards will be offered 
to some students where appropriate during Exam 
weeks in Term 2 and 3, giving the opportunity to 
gain credits towards the 8 credit Numeracy 
requirement and 14 credits University Entrance 
requirement. 

Associated Costs 

All students will need a scientific calculator and a 
Write-on Homework/Revision Book. 
Students intending to study Mathematics and 
Science subjects in Years 12 & 13 may wish to 
purchase an approved graphics calculator.  These 
are allowed in Achievement Standard internal and 
external assessments at Levels 1, 2 & 3.  (Ask 
Mrs Taylor for advice first.) 

Previous Study 

Year 10 Mathematics 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 2 Mathematics 
Entry will be dependent on HOD and Dean 
approval and will normally depend on satisfactory 
external exam results as the Level 2 course 
assumes that students have Level 1 algebra and 
graphing skills. 

NCEA Level 1  Unit Standards Class– 
Year 11 

General Statement 

This course consolidates the skills and knowledge 
covered in previous years.  The emphasis is on 
enabling students to develop the skills and 
strategies needed to solve practical everyday 
problems. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Unit Standards(Internal) Credit 

8489 Number without calculators 2 
8490 Fractions, Decimals and % 2 
8491 Reading Tables & Graphs 2 
8492 Practical Measuring 3 
5224 Using Decimals and % 2 
5225 Using Fractions and Ratios 2 
5227 Time and Money 3 
5229 Transformation Geometry 2 
5231 Geometry Constructions 2 
5232 Probability 2 
20662 Estimating Measurements 2 

Associated Costs 

A scientific calculator and a Write-on workbook. 

Previous Study 

Year 10 Mathematics 
 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 1 Achievement Standards Class 
(with Year 11 class). 

NCEA Level 2 - Year 12 

General Statement 

This course continues to build on the skills and 
knowledge developed in previous years to enable 
students to think mathematically and statistically, 
to solve problems and model situations.  It also 
introduces some new areas of study, such as 
Calculus. 
Success at this level requires a good working 
knowledge of Level 1 Algebra and Graphing.  The 
course is designed to be flexible so that it caters 
for students with different goals.  Variations from 
the standard course will require approval from the 
HOD and Dean. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.5 Statistics 3 
2.6 Probability 2 
2.8 Trigonometry 2 
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 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.1 Algebra 4 
2.2 Graphing 3 
2.3 Calculus 4 
2.4 Co-ordinate Geometry 2 
2.7 Sequences & Series 2 

Where appropriate, equivalent Unit Standards will 
be offered during the course, giving alternative 
opportunities to gain credits. 

 Associated Costs 
All students will need a scientific calculator and a 
Write-on Homework/Revision Book. 
Students are strongly recommended to purchase 
an approved graphics calculator.  These are 
allowed in Achievement Standard internal and 
external assessments at Levels 1, 2 & 3.  (A 
CASIO 9750 or 9850 is recommended) 

Previous Study 

At least 20 credits in Level 1 Mathematics, 
including 1.1 Algebra and 1.2 Graphing are very 
desirable if a student is to achieve at Level 2.  The 
Dean and HOD will take into account each 
student’s goals and academic history. 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 3 Calculus and/or Statistics and 
Modeling.  Entry will be dependent on HOD and 
Dean approval 
 
 

NCEA Level 3 Mathematics – Year 13 

 
At NCEA Level 3 there are two separate courses.  
Adequate results in Level 2 Mathematics are a 
prerequisite for either course.  If you are 
undecided as to which course you should take 
please talk to Mrs Taylor before you decide. 

 
Calculus 

General Statement 

This course is a further development of Year 12 
Mathematics but without Statistics and Probability.  
It is meant for students who enjoy Mathematics in 
its own right or who need a continued Maths 
course to advance in subjects such as 
engineering, computer science, the exact 
sciences and economics. 
Half of the course content is Calculus.  It also 
includes Trigonometry, algebra and an 
introduction to the complex number system.  It is 

recommended that students taking Level 3 
Physics also take the Calculus course. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

C3.3 Differential Equations 2 
C3.6 Trigonometry 4 
 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

C3.1 Differentiation 6 
C3.2 Integration 5 
C3.4 Solving Equations 4 

Where appropriate, equivalent Unit Standards will 
be offered during the course, giving an alternative 
opportunities to gain credits. 

Associated Costs 

All students will need a scientific calculator and a 
Write-on Homework/Revision Book. 
They are also strongly recommended to purchase 
an approved graphics calculator.  These are 
allowed in Achievement Standard internal and 
external assessments at Levels 1, 2 & 3.  (A 
CASIO 9750 or 9850 is recommended.) 

Previous Study 

At least 8 credits in NCEA Level 2 Mathematics, 
including 2.1 Algebra and 2.2 Graphing are very 
desirable if a student is to achieve at Level 3.  The 
Dean and HOD will take into account each 
student’s goals and academic history. 

Next Step 

Tertiary Study 

Statistics and Modeling 

General Statement 

This course is a further development of Year 12 
Mathematics which focuses on Statistics, 
Probability and the solution of equations.  It 
supports courses in commerce, the biological and 
social sciences and a variety of professions. 
The emphasis is on practical applications, 
numerical work and simple modeling. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

S3.1 Time Series 3 
S3.7 Modeling 3 
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 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

S3.2 Confidence Intervals 3 
S3.3 Probability 4 
S3.4 Equations 4 
S3.6 Distributions 4 

Where appropriate, equivalent Unit Standards will 
be offered during the course, giving an alternative 
opportunity to gain credits. 

Associated Costs 

All students will need a scientific calculator and a 
Write-on Homework/Revision Book. 
Students are recommended to purchase an 
approved graphics calculator.  These are allowed 
in Achievement Standard internal and external 
assessments at Levels 1, 2 & 3.  (A CASIO 9750 
or 9850 is recommended.) 

Previous Study 

At least 8 credits in NCEA Level 2 Mathematics 
are very desirable if a student is to achieve at 
Level 3.  The Dean and HOD will take into 
account each student’s goals and academic 
history. 

Next Step 

Tertiary Study 
 
 

Outdoor Education 
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 
 

Outdoor Pursuits and Leadership 
 
General Statement 
This course is a participation and experiential 
programme in which students learn about and 
participate in a variety of outdoor skills.  Teaching 
is provided to develop skills and risk management 
of the skills/activities being studied. 
Some skills of the programme will then be taught 
to others in a controlled environment for the Year 
12 students to demonstrate their skill, 
achievement and understanding along with the 
necessary leadership skills. 
The course will have an afternoon session during 
which most of the practicals will occur and another 
separate period during which much of the theory 
aspect will be covered.  It will also be necessary 
to participate in an overnight trip[s] during the year 
and extended afternoon activities are common 
through to 4.30pm.  Time in lieu may be granted 
in some cases. 

The Outdoor Pursuits and Leadership course will 
provide students opportunities to achieve Unit 
Standard credits for NCEA Level 2. 
The course will incur costs to students for a 
number of the practicals.  These practicals are 
subsidised.  This course runs in addition to NCEA 
Level 2 Physical Education and it is appropriate 
for a student to take both  courses as they have 
differing components. 
 
The course content will be selected from: 
� Kayaking Skills – including a river trip and sea 

kayaking. 
� Tramping Skills – including an overnight/multi 

day journey 
� Rope Skills – Knots, belay systems, basic 

rescue, equipment used – practicals will be 
held on outdoor rock and at climbing walls 

� Equipment knowledge – covering a range of 
equipment, its advantages, uses, care and 
function.  This will include knowledge of 
ropes, clothing, footwear, kayaks, packs. 

� Initiative activities and facilitation skills – a 
variety of initiative and Challenge by Choice 
activities will be taught and practically 
explored with students then using their 
leadership skills to teach these to others – 
both peers and younger children. 

� Map skills and orienteering programmes. 
� Rafting skills – equipment required, skills 

involved. 
� Mountain Biking 
 
Adult students welcomed. 
 
Associated Costs 
Vary depending on the number of practicals 
undertaken 
 
Previous Study 
Nil 
 
Next Step 
Physical Education level 3 
Outdoor Management Level 3 
Various employment training opportunities 
 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 
 

Outdoor Management: 
 
General Statement 
This course offers Unit Standard credits which can 
be used toward the achievement of University 
Entrance.  
The course has open entry – though the HOD will 
advise if it is felt enrolment is inappropriate.  This 
course has Internal Assessment. 
The course will explore more detailed 
management skills of outdoor pursuits and will 
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have a significant practical component for which 
there will be associated trip costs.  Subsidies will 
be available for a number of the practicals and 
some equipment will be provided. 
Students undertaking this course need to be 
prepared to contribute some hours of their ‘own 
time’ – practicals may continue after school and 
occur during weekends – detailed advice will be 
provided well in advance of any such proposals. 
This is a separate course from Level 3 Physical 
Education and it would be appropriate (if desired) 
for a student to undertake both courses as they 
have differing contents. 
The focus of the Outdoor Management course will 
be on Tramping Skills and Mountaineering 
Skills. 
In additional to these Level 3 units the course 
aims to offer, where applicable, supporting Level 1 
& 2 unit standards which students can add to their 
records of learning.  These could include 
studies/learning experiences related to kayaking, 
climbing and rafting. 

 
Proposed Course Outline - Tramping 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

428 Demonstrate on-track 
tramping skills for multi-
night tramping Level 3 

 
14 

427 Cross rivers – Level 3 2 
 
Proposed Course Outline - Mountaineering 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

18132 Demonstrate basic 
movement skills and the 
use of ice axe and scamp-
ons Level 2  

3 

438 Participate in building, and 
camping overnight, in a 
show shelter – Level 2 

 
2 

Adult students welcome. 
 
Next Steps: 
University, College of Education, Polytech, Parks 
& Recreation, Medicine, Coaching, Youth Work, 
Outdoor Instructions, Tourism, Personal Health, 
Fitness & Recreation Pursuits. 

 

Painting 
 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 
 
General Statement 
This course of study requires students to have a 
high level of initiative in the developing and 

resolving of pictorial ideas in the discipline of 
painting.  Students are required to use research 
and investigation within established art making 
traditions and be able to convey their ideas in the 
context of painting practice. 
Level 3 NCEA Standards are assessed internally 
and externally with the completion of a 3 panel 
folio submission. 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Research an art making 
tradition within painting and 
discuss its links to relevant 
painting practice 

 
4 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.3 Involves producing original 
work within painting to show 
extensive knowledge of art 
making methods and ideas 

 
14 

 
Next Step 
Tertiary Study 

 
 

Performing Arts 

NCEA Level 1 - Year 11 

General Statement 

Performing arts is a course which combines 
music, dance and drama with a focus on public 
performances.   Students taking this course will 
develop not only performance skills but an 
understanding of the inner workings of theatre and 
live shows.  Students will participate in a minimum 
of four public performances through the duration 
of the year. 
Students must be prepared to prepare and 
rehearse performances in their own time and to 
attend rehearsals outside school time. 
 

Drama: 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 1.1 
90006 
” 

Demonstrate drama 
techniques 

 
4 

AS 1.2  
90007 
 

Use elements and 
conventions to devise, 
structure and perform a 
drama 
 

 
4 
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AS 1.3 
90008 
 

Demonstrate knowledge of 
a drama/ theatre form 
through a practical 
presentation 

 
3 

AS 1.4 
90009 

Perform an acting role  
4 

AS 1.5 
90010 

Perform a technical or 
production role 

 
4 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 1.6 
90011 

 

Understand and reflect on 
drama processes and 
performance. 

 
5 

 

Dance: 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 1.1 
90001 

Compose movement 
sequences 

 
6  

AS 1.3 
90003 

Perform a dance as a 
member of a group 

 
4 

 

Music: 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 1.1 
90012 

Perform contrasting as a 
feature soloist 

 
6 

AS 1.2 
90013 

Perform music as a member 
of a group 

 
3 

AS 1.3 
90014 

Compose pieces of music  
6 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 1.4 
90015 

Aurally identify, describe and 
transcribe music elements 
from simple music 

 
3 

AS 1.5 
90016 

Identify and explain 
fundamental materials of 
music 

 
2 

Associated Costs 
Field trips 
 
Previous Study 
Performing Arts at Year 10 or private tuition at 
Grade 4 for musical instruments 
 
Next Step 
Year 12 Level 2 

NCEA Level 2 - Year 12 

General Statement 

Performing Arts at Year 12 will extend and build 
on the basics developed in NCEA Level 1.  There 
will be an increased emphasis on composition, 
devised drama and choreography.  Students will 
develop a working knowledge and apply this to all 
facets of the theatre. 
 

Drama: 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 2.1 
90299 

Apply drama techniques in an 
improvised group context 

2 

AS 2.2 
90300 

Apply drama techniques in a 
group within a scripted context 

 
3 

AS 2.3 
90301 

Structure, record and perform 
devised drama using elements 
and conventions 

 
4 

AS 2.4 
90302 

Apply knowledge of 
drama/theatre form or period 
through performing a role 
within a presentation 

 
 
5 

AS 2.5 
90303 

Perform a substantial acting, 
technical or production role  

 
5 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 2.6 
90304 

Apply knowledge of, respond 
to and make judgments about 
drama processes and 
performance. 

 
5 

 

Dance: 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 2.2 
90294 

Choreograph a solo dance 5 

AS 2.3 
90295 

Perform an ethnic or social 
dance   OR 

3 

As 2.4 
90304 

Perform in a theatre dance 
work 

3 

 

Music: 
 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

As 2.1 
90264 

Present contrasting 
performances as a featured 
soloist 

 
5 

As 2.2 
90265 

Present a music performance 
as a member of a group 

2 
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As 2.3 
90266 

Compose a selection of music 
pieces 

5 

As 2.4 
90267 

Create an instrumentation 2 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 2.5 
90268 

Identify, describe and 
transcribe elements of music 
through listening to a range of 
music 

 
3 

 
Associated Costs 
Field trips 
 
Previous Study 
Performing Arts at Year 11 or private tuition at 
Grade 5/6 for musical instruments 
 
Next Step 
Year 13 Level 3 

NCEA Level 3 - Year 13 

General Statement 

Performing Arts at Year 13 aims to prepare 
students for tertiary level study in their selected 
aspect of the Performing Arts.  Students will 
undertake leadership roles in all aspects of the 
Performing Arts whilst developing and perfecting 
their own chosen genre.  Drama and Music will 
offered by Correspondence at Level 3 
 

Drama: 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 3.2 
90608 

Integrate drama techniques to 
communicate meaning in 
individual performance of 
scripted drama 

 
5 

AS 3.3 
90609 

Devise, script and perform 
drama for solo, duo or trio 
performance. 

 
5 

AS 3.5 
90611 

Research, prepare and 
perform a performance or 
technical/production role in a 
significant production 

 
6 

Course Outline and Assessment 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

AS 3.4 
90610 

Demonstrate knowledge of 
theatre form or period by 
analyzing and interpreting two 
scripted texts. 

 
4 

AS 3.6 
90612 

Analyse drama processes in a 
new context and reflect 
critically on drama 
performance 

 
4 

Music: 
 
Level 3 Practical Music 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 3.1 
90526 

Present a performance of a 
programme of music as a 
member of a group 

 
4 

AS 3.6 
90775 

Present a portfolio of 
musical composition 

 
8 

AS 3.7 
90776 

Prepare and present 
performances of music as a 
featured soloist 

 
8 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 3.8 
90777 

Demonstrate aural skill across 
a range of musical styles and 
genres 

 
4 

 
 

Level 3 Music Studies 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 3.2 
90497 

Examine the contexts that 
influence the expressive 
qualities of music 

 
3 

AS 3.4 
90499 

Research and present a 
music topic 

 
6 

AS 3.6 
90527 

Arrange music  
4 

 
Course Outline and Assessment 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

AS 3.3 
90498 

Compare and contrast music 
works 

 
8 

AS 3.5 
90530 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of harmonic 
and tonal procedures in a 
range of music 

 
3 

 
Associated Costs 
Field trips 
 
Previous Study 
Performing Arts at Year 12 or private tuition at 
Grade 6/7 for musical instruments 
 
Next Step 
Performing Arts Colleges, Diploma and Degrees. 
Teaching 
Private Tuition 
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Photography 

NCEA Level 2 - Year 12 

General Statement 

This course of study aims to develop an 
understanding of photographic procedures and 
practices which underlie the photographic 
discipline.  Students undertaking this course will 
use research and investigative procedures based 
on established photography practice.  Level 2 
NCEA standards are assessed internally and 
externally with the completion of a 2 panel folio 
submission. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally assessed 
Standards Credit 

2.1 
U/S 
9050 

Demonstrate basic film 
exposure, composition and 
processing skills within black 
and white photography 

 
6 

 
Course Outline 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.3 Produce a body of work 
within photography to show 
understanding of art making 
methods and ideas.  
Assessment is by way of a 2 
panel folio submission. 

 
12 

Associated Costs 

Course Fee:  $150 
Extra costs may be incurred according to 
materials used 

Previous Study 

Nil 
 
Next Step 
NCEA Level 3 Photography 
 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 
 
General Statement 
This course aims to develop an understanding of 
photographic procedures and practices which 
underlie the photographic discipline.  Students 
undertaking this course of study are required to 
demonstrate a high level of initiative using 
research and investigative procedures based on 
established photography practice. 
Level 3 NCEA standards are assessed internally 
and externally with the completion of a 3 panel 
folio submission. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Research an art making tradition 
within photography and discuss 
its influence on recent 
photography practice 

 
 
4 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.3 Involves using drawing as 
the central means to 
generate, analyse, clarify and 
regenerate ideas.  Show a 
knowledge of established 
photography practice in 
procedures, materials and 
techniques and develop a 
systematic approach to ideas 
and methods in recent and 
established photography 
practice.  Produce an original 
body of work in the form of a 
3 panel folio submission 

 
14 

 
Associated costs 
Basic Course Fee:  $150 
 
Previous Study 
Preferably NCEA Level 2 
 
Next Step 
Tertiary Study 

 

Physical Education 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

General Statement 

Students electing NCEA Physical Education will 
have 4 teacher contact classes weekly. The 
course is both practical and classroom based.  
Students should wear school physical education 
uniforms for practicals.  
 
In addition to NCEA Physical Education students 
would also complete the Core Physical Education 
Programme of two periods per week.  This is 
essentially a practical course which aims to 
expand students’ experiences and create a 
positive attitude and understanding of the value of 
physical activity in life. 
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Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards Credit 

1.1 Involves participating in a 
variety of physical activities 
and studying the exercise 
options available in the local 
community – usually a trip to 
the Rangiora Recreation 
Centre is involved – and 
relating these to personal 
Hauora 

 
 
5 

1.2 Involves learning anatomy, 
physiology and biochemanics 
and applying these to a 
selected physical activity – 
usually skiing or 
snowboarding (a day at 
Porter Heights Area is 
usually part of this module). 

 
 
5 

1.3 Involves participating in 
athletic activities using the 
Five Star Athletics Award 
scheme and then evaluation 
self-performance 
• Demonstrate quality 

movement in the 
performance of a 
physical activity 

 
 
 
 

 
3 

 Outdoor Modules (2) 
selected from Orienteering, 
Rock Climbing, Mountain 
Biking, Abseiling, Caving 

2 

1.4 Involves studies of how the 
media promote the body 
through advertising and 
reporting.  Students produce 
posters depicting this and 
relating to Hauora 

 
4 

1.5 Involves the creation of a 
club – usually Table Tennis – 
and a study of how clubs 
function and the 
interpersonal life skills 
required to be members and 
organisers of clubs. 

 
4 

Associated Costs 

Possible costs of the course would include 
stationery, some travel to centres and the 
ski/snowboard practical associated with module 
1.2:  Estimate $50 - $60. 

Next Steps 

NCEA Level 2 
OPL Level 2 
Entry will be dependent on HOD approval. 
 

Core Physical Education – Year 11 

General Statement 

The Year 11 Core Physical Education programme 
develops knowledge and attitudes towards a 
healthy and sustainable lifestyle using a variety of 
topics. 
The modules covered include personal fitness 
profiles, gymnastics, ball handling, athletics, 
sports education, aerobics adventure based 
learning and game skills. 
Through these topics students extend their 
development of balance, co-ordination, reaction, 
agility, flexibility and endurance. 
Participation, enjoyment and the development of 
positive people skills are high priorities. 

NCEA Level 2 - Year 12  

General Statement 

This course will have 4 periods of weekly teacher 
contact time with additional study time required.  
The course is a mixture of practical and classroom 
based activities. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards Credit 

2.2 Involves learning anatomy 
and biochemanics and 
relating them to a selected 
physical activity. 

 
4 

2.3 Involves producing and 
participating in Training 
Programmes – usually 
associated with the sport of 
Touch 

 
3 

2.4 Involves the learning of novel 
‘circus’ type skills and than 
analyzing the learning 
process involved in the 
successful achievement of 
such skills 

 
2 

2.5 Involves practical 
performance of a range of 
physical activities and then 
selecting the best 
performance.  Activities could 
include tennis, swimming, 
cricket, squash, bouldering, 
volleyball. 

 
4 

2.6 Involves an investigation of 
the Rugby Super 14 
competition and the effect it 
has on New Zealand society 

 
3 

2.7 Involves participation in a 
multi activity outdoor 
programme based at Hanmer 

 
3 
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Springs (tramping, camping, 
kayaking, biking & climbing) 
and demonstrating 
leadership roles 

2.8 Involves applying Risk 
Management Strategies to 
the multi activity programme 
based at Hanmer Springs 

 
2 

Associated  Costs 

In addition to stationery, two trips to Christchurch 
and an outdoor practical – estimate $100. 

Previous Study 

Students do not have to have completed NCEA 
Level 1 to be eligible to enrol for this course.  
Adult students welcome 

Next Steps 

Physical Education Level 3, Outdoor Management 
Level 3, Tertiary studies and qualifications at 
Polytechnics, University Studies, Parks and 
Recreation Courses, Medicine, Physiotherapy.  
Employment potential in areas such as medicine, 
tourism, parks and recreation, teaching, lecturing, 
sports coaching, fitness industry, and by 
employers looking for people with confidence of 
presentation and group management skills. 

NCEA Level 3 - Year 13  

 
This course will have 4 periods of teacher contact 
weekly and has internal assessment.  The level 3 
course has open entry – it is not necessary to 
have completed level 1 or 2 Physical Education 
although the HOD will advise if it is felt enrolment 
is inappropriate. 
Physical Education is an approved subject for 
University Entrance credits.  The course will offer 
up to 21 Achievement Standard credits with an 
additional 3 credit research topic available to any 
student enrolled for Scholarship examinations. 

Course Outline and Assessment 
 Internally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.1 Plan a physical activity 
programme or experience 
based on a personal 
definition of Hauora 

 
3 

3.2 Review a physical activity 
programme based on a 
personal definition of Hauora 
These two modules will 
center on the skills of 
kayaking and involve pool 
sessions, river practicals, 
skill development, trip 

 
3 

planning and a practical 
kayaking multi day trip.  
Teaching and instruction will 
be provided in preparation for 
module assessment.  Costs 
will be incurred for the 
practicals e.g. travel, food, 
accommodation, support 
instruction. 

3.3 Appraise performance, plan 
and evaluate a programme 
for performance 
improvement for self or 
others. 
This module will involve 
planning and participation in 
a personal programme, 
selected from a personal 
exercise or golf programme 

 
5 

3.4 Demonstrate performance in 
a chosen physical activity 
against National Standards 
Students will have the 
opportunity to be assessed in 
both golf and kayaking skills 
and then elect their best 
performance for credits.  
Instruction, equipment and 
practice opportunities will be 
provided for students. 

 
4 

3.6 Critically examine physical 
activity and take action to 
influence the participation of 
others 
This module will see students 
study exercise participation 
factors in our local 
community (Oxford & North 
Canterbury) and then 
organize an event for the 
community to be involved in 
to promote physical activity 
participation in the local 
community 

 
5 

3.5 Examine a current physical 
activity event or rent or issue, 
impacting on New Zealand 
society 
This would be a research 
topic for students intending to 
complete the Scholarship 
examination 

 
4 

 
Next Steps: 
University, college of Education, Polytech, Parks 
and Recreation, Medicine, Coaching, Youth Work, 
Outdoor Instruction, Tourism, Personal Health, 
Fitness & Recreation Pursuits 
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Science 
 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 Unit Standards 
Class 

 
General Statement 
This course consists of 11 unit standards each 
worth 2 credits and one achievement standard 
worth 4 credits. These unit standards will count 
towards the NCEA and the NZASE Science 
Certificate.  The unit standards will be assessed 
as tests and assignments in class time.  There is 
no end of the year examination. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

Unit 
Std 

Internally Assessed 
Standards Credit 

18976 Science in relation to the 
motor car 

2 

18977 Generation and use of 
electricity 

2 

18975 Science in sport 2 
18972 Sources, transfer and uses 

of energy 
2 

18974 Chemical change 2 
18973 Patterns in matter 2 
18983 Forensic science 2 
18969 Characteristics of living 

things 
2 

18978 Biotechnology 2 
18970 Biological communities 2 
18984 Plants and horticulture 2 
990186 Carry out a science 

investigation (Achievement 
Standard) 

4 

 
Associated Costs: 
Nil 
 
Previous Study 
Year 10 Science 
Next Step 
Year 11 Achievement Standards Science. 
A related course at a Private Training Provider or 
Polytech. 

NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 Achievement 
Standards Class 

General Statement  

This course continues to build on the skills and 
knowledge covered in previous years.  The 
emphasis is on helping students to understand the 
world around them.  Topics within Biology, 
Chemistry & Physics will provide the basis of the 
content but students are encouraged to complete 
additional units of work within areas of interest.   

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

S1.1 Carry out a practical 
investigation with direction 

4 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

B1.3 Describe the transfer of 
genetic information 

3 
 

B1.8 Describe the uses and 
effects of micro organisms 

2 
 
 

S1.4 Describe aspects of 
chemistry 

 
5 

S1.6 Describe aspects of physics  
5 

S1.5 Describe aspects of geology 3 
S1.7 Describe aspects of 

astronomy 
2 

 
Associated Costs 
Field Trip to Waipara Gorge 

Previous Study 

Year 10 Science 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 2 
Year 12 Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Entry will be dependent on achieving 14 credits in 
Year 11 Science. 

Biology 
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 
General Statement 
Biology is the study of living organisms, including 
cells, plants and animals.  This course includes 
ecology, conservation, cell biology, genetics, 
evolution and animal form and function.   
Assessment will be by internal achievement 
standards, unit standards and external 
achievement standards. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Carry out a practical 
biological investigation 
 

3 

2.2 Describe the impact of 
human activities on an 
ecosystem 

 
2 

2.4 Investigate an inter-
relationship or pattern in a 
community 

 
3 
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US 
8929 

Using microscopes and 
biological drawings 

3 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.3 Describe genetic variation 
and change 

3 

2.5 Describe concepts and 
processes relating to ecology 

3 

2.6 Describe diversity in 
structure and function in 
animals 

3 

2.8 Describe cell structure and 
function 

3 

Associated Costs 

Day trips and a 3 day field trip to Kaikoura 
($120.00) 

Previous Study 

14 credits at Level 1 Science  
Course entry will be dependent on HOD approval 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 3 Year 13 Biology 
Course at Polytech or private training provider 
 

NCEA Level 3 Year 13 
 
General Statement 
This course studies Biology at a senior level.  The 
topics studied include Molecular and Mendelian 
Genetics the relationships between organisms 
and their environment, human biological and 
cultural evolution and contemporary techniques 
used in molecular biology and biotechnology. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Carry out an investigation 
into the ecological niche of 
an organism 

 
5 

3.2 Research a contemporary 
biological issue 

3 
 

3.3 Describe gene expression 4 
3.6 Describe the application of 

biotechnology to meet 
human needs 

 
3 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.4 Describe animal behaviour 
and plant responses to 
environmental factors 

 
4 

3.5 Describe patterns of 
evolution 
 

2 

3.7 Describe trends in human 
biological & cultural evolution 

 
3 

 
 

Associated Costs 
Day trips to Orana Park and Lincoln University. 

A 3 day field trip to Kaikoura ($120.00) 
 
Previous Study 
14 credits at NCEA Level 2 Biology is considered 
desirable for study at this level. 
 
Next Step 
Degree and Diploma courses in Medicine, 
Veterinary, Dentistry, Nursing, Agriculture, etc at 
University and Polytech. 
 

Chemistry 
 

NCEA Level 2 Year 12 
 
General Statement 
Chemistry is the study of the composition of 
matter, and the changes it undergoes.  A basic 
knowledge of chemistry is essential in order to 
appreciate and understand the world in which we 
live 
This course aims to develop an understanding of 
basic chemical concepts and skills.  There is a 
considerable emphasis on practical work.  
Assessment will be both internal work and 
external exams. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Carry out qualitative analysis 2 
2.2 Perform an acid-base 

volumetric analysis 
3 

2.3 Solve simple quantitative 
chemical problems 

2 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

2.4 Describe the nature of 
structure and bonding in 
different substances 

 
4 

2.5 Describe the structural 
formulae and reactions of 
compounds containing 
selected organic functional 
groups 

 
4 

2.6 Describe principles of 
chemical reactivity 

4 

2.7 Describe oxidation reduction 
reactions 

4 
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Associated Costs 

A field trip may be possible to Lincoln University 

Previous Study 

14 credits of Level 1 Science  
Course entry will be dependent on HOD approval. 

Next Step 

NCEA Level 3 Year 13  
 

NCEA Level 3 Year 13 

 
General Statement 
This course studies chemistry at a senior level.  It 
extends and expands on the ideas and material 
covered in Year 12 Chemistry. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Carry out an extended 
practical investigation 
involving quantative analysis 

4 

3.2 Determine the concentration 
of an oxidant or reductant by 
titration 

2 

 
 Externally Assessed 

Standards 
Credit 

3.3 Describe oxidation-reduction 
processes 

 
3 

3.5 Describe aspects of organic 
chemistry 

 
5 

3.6 Describe properties of 
particles and thermochemical 
principles 

 
5 

3.7 Describe properties of 
aqueous solutions 

5 

 
Associated Costs 
A field trip may be possible to Lincoln University 
 
Previous Study 
A minimum of 14 credits in Level 2 Chemistry or 
at the discretion of HOD Science. 
 
Next Step 
Degree & Diploma courses in chemistry, 
Pharmacy, Engineering, Agriculture etc at 
University or Polytech. 
 

Physics 
 

NCEA Level 2 Year 12 
 
General Statement 
Physics aims to understand the behaviour of 
matter from the scale of subatomic particles to 
that of the Universe.   In this course students 
investigate the “how” and “why” of the world 
around them.  Topics covered include motion, 
forces, electricity, waves, light, sound, astronomy 
and nuclear physics.  Practical work is an 
important part of the course. 
The study of Physics is required for degrees in 
Engineering and all of the exact Sciences 
because Physics is the framework on which all the 
other sciences are built.  Since Mathematics is the 
“language of Physics” it is recommended students 
taking Physics do take Mathematics at their year 
level as well. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.1 Take measurements of physical 
quantities and analyse data 
graphically to determine a 
relationship 

 
3 

 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

2.3 Demonstrate understanding of 
wave phenomena 

4 

2.4 Demonstrate understanding of 
mechanics 

6 

2.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
atoms and radioactivity 

2 

2.6 Demonstrate understanding of 
electricity and electro-
magnetism 

 
5 

Associated Costs 

Previous Study 

14 credits in Level 1 Science which must include 
S1.6.   Course entry will be dependent on HOD 
and Dean approval 

Next Step 

Year 13 Physics 
 

NCEA Level 3 Year 13 
 
General Statement 
This course studies Physics at a senior level.   It 
extends and expands on the concepts and 
material covered in Year 12 Physics. 
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Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.1 Practical Investigation 5 
 

 Externally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

3.3 Wave systems 4 
3.4 Mechanics 6 
3.5 Atomic & nuclear Physics 3 
3.6 Electricity & electro-

magnetism 
5 

Associated Costs 
Nil 

 
Previous Study 
14 credits in Level 2 Physics 
14 credits in level 2 Mathematics 
 
Next Step 
Degree & Diploma courses in Physics, 
Engineering, Electronics etc at University or 
Polytech. 
 
 
 

Textiles 
 
NCEA Level 1 – Year 11 

General Statement 

This course involves designing and making of 
practical projects from various materials.  
Students are encouraged to develop their own 
solutions to given technological problems.  Each 
project is supported with written studies relating to 
materials, processes and equipment used in the 
production of the project. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

 6679 Choose and adjust patterns 3 
6683 Construct a garment from 

knit fabric 
5 
 

6682 Construct and evaluate an 
unstructured woven 
garment 

 
5 

6681 Demonstrate constructing a 
simple textile item from 
chosen woven fabric 

 
3 

16834 Make a basic adaptation to 
a commercial textile pattern 

3 

6680 Prepare, cut, and mark 
fabric 

3 

6678 Use a commercial pattern 3 
 
Associated Costs and Requirements 
All materials and notions need to be provided by 
the family/caregiver. 

 
Previous Study 
A genuine interest in garment making is essential, 
along with the ability to purchase all practical 
requirements, e.g. fabric & patterns on time. 
 
Next Step 
Year 12 Unit Standards Textiles  
 

NCEA Level 2 – Year 12 
 
General Statement 
In Year 12 Textiles, Students gain experience in 
construction and design making a variety of 
practical projects and written studies 

Course Outline and Assessment may include 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

6689 Apply colour to fabrics 5 
16838 Explore & demonstrate 

resourceful use of materials to 
produce a textile product 

 
5 

6687 Incorporate structural design in 
fabric 

5 

6690 Plan for and construct a 
tailored shirt 

6 

6695 Design, prepare for and 
construct an undergarment, 
lingerie or nightwear 

 
6 

6697 Prepare for and create 
wearable art 

6 

 
Associated Costs 
All materials need to be supplied from home 
within the given time frame. 
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Previous Study 
Experience in garment construction is an 
advantage but not essential for a motivated 
student. 
 

Next Step 
Year 13 Textiles  
Tertiary Education – Polytechnics Trade Training.   
Entry will be dependent on Teacher in Charge and 
Dean approval. 

NCEA Level 3 – Year 13 

General Statement 
In Year 13 Textiles Students gain experience in 
construction, making a variety of advanced 
practical projects and written studies. 

Course Outline and Assessment 

 Internally Assessed 
Standards 

Credit 

6699 Prepare for and construct a 
garment for a formal occasion 

 
6 

6701 Prepare for and construct a 
garment using special fabric 

 
6 

6700 Prepare for and construct a 
textile item for specified purpose 

 
6 

6677 Analyse the functions and 
influence of clothing on social 
interaction 

 
4 

 
Associated Costs 
All materials need to be supplied from home 
within the given time frame. 
 
Previous Study 
Level 1 & 2 Textiles would be advisable 
Entry will be dependent on Teacher in Charge and 
Dean approval 
 
Next Step 
Tertiary Education – Design & Fashion at 
Polytechnics 
Trade Training 
 

Tourism 
 

Level 2/3 Two Year Course in Year 12 
& 13 
 
General Statement 
Tourism is a fast growing industry in New Zealand 
and around the world.  There are many varied and 
exciting employment prospects open for those 
that enter the area.  This qualification recognizes 
the knowledge and skills required by the tourism 
and travel industry as the basis for further training 
for the tourism and travel industry. 

Operating as a 2 year course, it offers 43 Unit 
Standard credits and successful candidates will 
be awarded the National Certificate in Tourism 
and Travel (Introductory Skills) (Level 2).  This is 
not  a distance learning course and is taught by 
qualified staff within the school. 
People awarded with this qualification are able to 
demonstrate communication skills, written and 
verbal, mathematics, and information technology 
in the context of the tourism and travel industry.  
This includes knowledge of world geography and 
tourism destinations within New Zealand, as well 
as tourism as a world wide industry. 
 
Course Outline 

Unit 
Standard 

Module Level Credit 

9717 Demonstrate 
knowledge of the 
history of tourism 

2 4 

18211 Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
Australia as a tourist 
destination 

 
3 

 
10 

18212 Demonstrate 
knowledge of New 
Zealand as a tourist 
destination 

 
3 

 
8 

18236 Demonstrate 
knowledge of New 
Zealand tourist 
locations 

 
2 

 
2 

18234 Demonstrate 
knowledge of world 
travel geography 
outside New Zealand 

 
2 

 
4 

18230 Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
computer applications 
and produce text on a 
computer for tourism 
and travel 

 
2 

 
3 

18231 Identify work roles in 
tourism and travel 
and their personal 
and professional 
requirements 

 
2 

 
3 

18232 Read and write in 
English for the 
tourism and travel 
industry 

 
2 

 
3 

18233 Communicate with 
one person in English 
for the tourism and 
travel industry 

 
2 

 
2 

18237 Perform numeric 
calculations for the 
tourism and travel 
industry 

 
2 

 
2 

 


